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The College Librarian and the 
Teaching Staff 


BY HENRY M. WRISTONt 


NE of the dominant characteristics 
of the industrial revolution was the accel- 
eration of a process long observed—the 
division of labor. ‘That process has now 
been carried so far that many people per- 
form only one slight operation. ‘Their 
work falls into extraordinarily narrow 
physical routines. Thus an idea which has 
high validity when viewed exclusively from 
the standpoint of industrial production 
may have physical, social, and intellectual 
repercussions which are not equally desira- 
ble. 

This phenomenon is now clearly recog- 
nized in industry. Few people realize, 
however, that there has been a comparable 
educational revolution, and that it has 
been accompanied by many of the same 
phenomena. As we have mass production 
in industry, we have come also to have 
mass production in education—certainly 
a revolutionary development. Standardi- 
zation has been the watchword in indus- 
trial production; most people are now 
ready to admit that there has been far too 
much standardization in education. But 
the analogy of the division of labor and its 
good and evil consequences has seldom been 
applied to the study of the educational 
revolution. 


Yet the division of labor is one of the 
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most characteristic differences between the 
traditional American college of a century 
ago and the American university and col- 
lege of today. In earlier times it was cus- 
tomary for the president to take the place 
of any professor who was ill or absent. 
The range of material taught by a single 
professor would be, for example, “‘natural 
philosophy”—everything covered by any 
and all the sciences today. One individual 
dealt with what are not merely depart- 
ments but whole divisions of a modern in- 
stitution. That has all been changed. 
The division of academic labor, and its 
inevitable concomitant, the exercise of spe- 
cific functions, have been carried to such 
extremes that many professors have a field 
of intellectual activity almost as narrowly 
circumscribed, and as intensely expert, as 
are the physical procedures of the charac- 
teristic industrial worker. 

From many points of view this process 
has resulted in great gains. To it we are 
indebted for enormous fertility of research, 
and for the production of technicians, spe- 
cialists, and experts in bewildering variety. 
Viewed from that aspect the gains are pre- 
cisely analogous to the gains of the indus- 
trial revolution. Many things of great 
value, theretofore non-existent or accessi- 
ble to very few, have been made available 
to masses of people. Many facts and ideas 
of great significance have been developed. 
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The losses, likewise, may be compared to 
those of the industrial revolution. Just as 
the industrial worker who spends his daily 
energy in one minuscule operation is not 
likely to have a grasp of the total pattern 
of that industry or of its social and po- 
litical significance, so the intellectual di- 
vision of labor tends to make the scholar 
in one field inadequately sensitive to the 
total pattern either of his own institution, 
or of education at large. It is a notorious 
fact that many university professors at- 
tend faculty meetings only on the rare 
occasions when “the interests of my de- 
partment” are involved. Under these cir- 
cumstances the problems of educational 
coherence and perspective become singu- 
larly acute. 

Among all who work immediately in 
contact with the intellectual life of the 
students and faculty, the librarian is the 
only one who deals with the whole range 
of their mental activity. Everything from 
the classics to physical education must 
come within his view. Nothing pertinent 
to learning may safely be alien to his 
thought. If he succumb to techniques and 
procedures then the division of labor pro- 
duces a schism in the pattern of the insti- 
tution. Incoherency is the inevitable result. 

Another aspect of the division of labor 
as it applies to American education is the 
distinction between instruction and admin- 
istration. Generally speaking, English 
and European institutions have no officers 
comparable to presidents and deans in 
America; they are administered by teach- 
ers. This division of labor characteristic 
of American practice has, on the whole, 
been fruitful. Without it we could never 
have developed democratic higher educa- 
tion upon the scale with which we are 
familiar. It is a trait of the human mind, 
however, that once it has made a distinc- 
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tion, even if it be a fine distinction, it tend 
to accentuate the differences rather than 
the similarities. Thus two things whic 
have much in common tend, after they 
have been differentiated by definitions, to 
be viewed as utterly different. The |}. 
brarian has many administrative functions, 
and is usually classified as an officer of ad- 
ministration. Too often that classification 
conceals the fact that, rightly conceived, he 
is, in the most genuine sense, an officer of 
instruction. 


THE LIBRARIAN AS TEACHER-ADVISER 


Without underestimating his adminis. 
trative responsibilities, the instructional 
tasks of the librarian are even more im- 
portant. The instruction for which he is 
responsible is of the kind most vital to the 
development of the student and his ad- 
vancement along the road toward real 
education. The librarian, as teacher, stim- 
ulates the student to work for himself. He 
is largely independent of the machinery of 
courses, credits, hours, and points. His 
function is to facilitate the student’s search 
for knowledge for its own sake, for its 
intrinsic values, and he should implement 
all the student’s intellectual ambitions, 
bringing thus to realization the significant 
aims of education. Looked at from this 
point of view, the librarian is not merelya 
service officer without any independent in- 
tellectual function of significance, but one 
with definite and positive duties in the 
field of instruction. His teaching consists 
not only in making accessible what profes 
sors prescribe, but in encouraging the stv 
dent to go far beyond any prescription save 
his own ambitious curiosity. 

We commonly differentiate intellectual 
work from recreational reading. For cet 
tain purposes and within certain limite 
tions, this distinction has validity. In4 
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larger and more genuine sense, however, 
recreational reading is often the most truly 
educational, even the most really intellec- 
tual, element in experience with and 
through books. It may well furnish an 
intellectual project within which the stu- 
dent establishes his own goals and deter- 
mines his own significant values. It is the 
place where his tastes, aptitudes, and skills 
find freest play. Individual differences, 
recognition of which is the keynote of mod- 
ern education, here come to richest fulfil- 
ment. It is precisely through independent 
reading that the task of knitting together 
the raveled sleeve of information may best 
be achieved. Here the student’s own 
philosophical structure takes form as a re- 
sult of reading and reflection. A shrewd 
and wise person, who knows the student 
and has the gift for offering stimulating 
suggestions, makes as direct and profound 
an impact upon his development as any 
professor, of whatever degree of distinc- 
tion. 

If patience or persistence has carried you 
thus far you may be saying to yourself that 
if the article runs on at this pace it will 
evolve a different conception of the librar- 
ian, of his place in the college, and of the 
manner in which his functions are to be 
discharged. ‘To all of which my answer is 
simple: I hope it will. For example, if this 
view of the librarian as an officer of in- 
struction has any validity, he should be 
allowed to organize his time as do other of- 
fiers of instruction. At least half his 
“working” time should be available for 
private study and “preparation.” We 
should view with merriment, if not with 
horror, the suggestion that a professor 
spend seven hours a day lecturing to 
classes. Yet because the instructional as- 
pect of the librarian’s duties is not ade- 
quately perceived, we never see the 


absurdity or the waste of reserving no time 
for him to spend in that exercise which 
seems so natural, indeed so inevitable a con- 
comitant of professorial duties. If the 
librarian must take the world for his intel- 
lectual parish there should be time for him 
to study. It is perhaps needless to remark 
that by the word “librarian” I am desig- 
nating the whole staff, who, with a neces- 
sary division of labor within its own ranks, 
must nonetheless maintain a perspective so 
clear that no division of labor can destroy 
it. Appropriate members of the staff 
should have the time and the opportunity 
to become acquainted with the students, 
to become familiar with their tastes, in- 
terests, and capacities—as well as to know 
the books and periodicals which will effect- 
tively minister to their growth. 

The students are not the only group 
within the institution which should ex- 
hibit constant development. The faculty, 
itself, must be ever alert constantly to ex- 
pand its own intellectual horizons. The 
task of the librarian in this respect is enor- 
mously important. He should be an active 
and effective agent in the continuous edu- 
cation of the teaching staff. 


DANGER To Be WaTCHED 


The division of labor among academic 
departments has already been commented 
upon. It was inevitable, and it has been 
fruitful. Nevertheless, those who bewail 
the feebleness of the ideal of a liberal edu- 
cation can find one source in the centrifu- 
gal effects of the division of labor, 
uncompensated by other centripetal forces. 
A member of the faculty recently said to 
me that, having just completed a volume 
for publication, he now found himself out 
of touch with most subjects except that 
upon which he had been writing. <A schol- 
arly enterprise may be engrossing, so exi- 
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gent in its demands, that it inhibits one’s 
development socially, aesthetically, and 
spiritually. Such an undertaking may be 
writing for publication, or it may be pre- 
paring lectures for the classroom. Many 
a learned professor increases his knowledge 
in his special field to the impoverishment 
of his general culture. This is an insidi- 
ous danger to the growth of liberal learn- 
ing. Against it a wide-awake librarian 
must use all his resourcefulness. 

One of the most direct services he can 
offer is to bring new books to faculty at- 
tention. A digest of publishers’ lists and 
notices of reviews pertinent to each pro- 
fessor’s broad general field will bring to 
his early attention items of which he would 
not otherwise hear for some time including 
some which might wholly escape his atten- 
tion. This service is particulary valuable 
where it touches foreign language reviews 
not adequately referred to in American 
periodicals. 

Quite apart from his professional read- 
ing the librarian may perform a distinct 
service, by knowing something of faculty 
hobbies and calling attention to new pub- 
lications dealing with them. By following 
the leads which conversation and social in- 
tercourse may suggest, and by studying the 
classifications of books withdrawn, the li- 
brarian can stimulate faculty reading. He 
may thus expand the reading interests of 
members of the staff, and bring to them 
not only refreshment, but the same type of 
“recreational” reading which we have 
noted as most significant for student de- 
velopment. A college library which does 
not have a large circulation in the field of 
non-professional reading has missed a great 
opportunity. 

Closely allied to these functions is an- 
other. I have already commented upon the 
fact that the academic division of labor 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


tends to make instructors lose perspective 
upon the whole enterprise. The vested jn. 
terests, which developed as perspective was 
destroyed, have made most curricular 
changes a mere process of departmental 
logrolling. Compromises have been em- 
bodied in quasi-diplomatic formulae of 
rare sterility. Newer subjects have been 
prevented from gaining a just place in the 
curriculum. Absurd arguments as to the 
relative value of music and chemistry, 
from the standpoint of culture, have 
abounded. All the stupid _ bickerings 
which narrowness promotes have been 
found in discussions among academic spe- 
cialists. Likewise the loss of perspective 
has contributed to (and often justified) 
the suspicion with which the researches of 
departments of education have been | 
viewed. The failure of faculties to adopt 
more intelligent testing programs and to 
keep their educational methods as fresh 
and as vigorous as their scientific proce 
dures finds its explanation largely in this 
same cause. 


Movu.tpinc ACADEMIC OPINION 


The library can do much to overcome 
this disastrous centrifugal tendency. A 
faculty reading shelf devoted to educa 
tional discussions, if well selected and skil 
fully marketed, will find significant reflec- 
tion in the educational outlook of many 
members of the staff. If such a collection 
becomes the nucleus of group discussions, 
its influence may be multiplied manyfold. 
Foreknowledge of the issues coming before 
faculty committees and the faculty as 4 
whole can make the resources of the lt 
brary a genuinely influential element in 
the moulding of academic opinion. A | 
good deal has already been done in a few 
college libraries along this line, but on the 
whole it is a pioneer field, and one wher 
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originality and resourcefulness will pro- 
duce remarkable dividends. 

The function of the librarian, in his 
contact with the faculty, goes beyond cul- 
tural refreshment and stimulation in the 
feld of educational theory. The libra- 
rian can reveal data of first importance 
regarding their own teaching procedures 
to other officers of instruction. Indeed, 
without the codperation of the librarian, 
data vital to sound teaching policies are 


lacking. 


AVOIDING IDLE RESERVES 


For example, the problem of the use of 
books put upon reserve is perennial. Us- 
ually the members of the faculty deter- 
mine what books shall be reserved and for 
how long a time. In many instances books 
are put on at the beginning of the year 
and remain at least one semester, and fre- 
quently throughout the academic year. 
Naturally enough there is a strong ten- 
dency to put on those shelves the newest 
books in the field and those which time 
has shown to be most popular. The re- 
sults of establishing such reserves are or- 
dinarily tested only by the usual academic 
procedures, which have proved utterly in- 
adequate. In one college the librarian was 
asked to make an independent investiga- 
tion of the actual use of reserved books. 
It transpired that 27 per cent never cir- 
culated at all, that approximately 50 per 
cent circulated five times or less, and that 
avery small proportion of the total num- 
ber carried a heavy traffic. The study 
further showed that the active service of 
a book on reserve was usually concentrated 
within a relatively short period of time. 
Thus a book which, according to the sta- 
tistics, appeared to have a good circulation 


Was actually idle much of the time it was 
held on reserve. 


The results of the study were of ad- 
ministrative importance. The number of 
books put upon reserve was reduced by 
half. Books were retained on the reserve 
shelf only during the period when they 
were likely to be in heaviest demand. But 
the educational results were of far greater 
significance. Circulation of reserved books 
grew not only on a per volume basis, but 
also in total. At the same time the home 
circulation grew rapidly. Books which 
had stood idle on the reserve shelf began 
to circulate freely. Thus while the admin- 
istrative and clerical load upon the library 
staff was lessened, circulation and the edu- 
cational objectives it reflects were given 
a powerful thrust forward. 

In still another very practical and con- 
crete way the library can have a profound 
effect upon the educational standards of 
the faculty. No issue is more acute than 
the maintenance of scholarship and teach- 
ing capacity. It is usually assumed that 
if a faculty be well chosen it will always 
be a good faculty. Experience, however, 
shows that that is only the first step. Even 
if the faculty be carefully recruited it must 
have right conditions of work and must 
constantly be stimulated. Left to their 
own devices some members of the staff 
will grow, and others will suffer from 
atrophy. Therefore, it is always difficult 
to know the present value, so to speak, of 
a member of a faculty. It is a fair assump- 
tion, other things being equal, that the 
better scholar is the one who makes the 
largest and most varied use of the library 
and who stimulates his students to do like- 
wise. A good scholar and effective teacher 
will be most eager to capitalize the service 
which the library may render his effort to 
keep abreast of modern knowledge and 
thought. 

On this assumption one librarian was 
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asked to classify the members of the fac- 
ulty into quartile groups on several bases. 
The first classification was founded upon 
the number of books each instructor 
charged out. The disparity between mem- 
bers of the faculty in the use of library 
books was astonishing. One full profes- 
sor withdrew no book from the library in 
a semester and a half. A second classifi- 
cation into quartiles was based on the 
range of books used. Acting on the theory 
that a scholar should pay some attention 
to cognate fields, groups were established 
on the basis of the distribtion of books 
withdrawn from the several classifications 
common to library cataloging. In this re- 
spect also there were marked variations. 
This method of classification, it should be 
said, did not measure the same function 
as the earlier, but had its own specific 
value. The third basis for the classifica- 
tion of the faculty was upon character of 
books withdrawn. Fiction, books of popu- 
lar interest, and textbooks were given a 
low rating; scholarly books and particu- 
larly those in foreign languages were given 
high rating. Classification on this basis 
did not offer serious difficulties because 
the disparity in quality was very sharp. 
Finally, the faculty was divided into four 
groups on the basis of the books purchased 
for the library from available undesignated 
funds. Those who submitted the best se- 
lections and the largest number of well 
chosen requests were in group one and 
that member of the faculty who in the 
course of the year never asked for a book 
was in the last group. 

As a check upon the objective data gath- 
ered by the library each member of the 
faculty was asked to rate each of his col- 
leagues subjectively, dividing them into 
four fairly even groups according to esti- 
mations of scholarship. When the com- 
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posite subjective judgment was compared 
with the several objective measures they 
were found to agree remarkably well, 
The experiment was designed as a rough. 
and-ready exhibit of the fact that the 
college library may be used to give objec- 
tive indices of faculty scholarship. It was 
not worked out into a standard technique, 
and it is mentioned here only as evidence of 
the fact that the librarian may exercise 
many significant functions with reference 
to the teaching staff which are usually 
quite unrealized. 

The librarian, in summary, despite his 
administrative duties is primarily an officer 
of instruction. He should have the schol- 
arly interests and tastes which are expected 
of other members of the faculty. He 
should be given faculty status and should 
participate in all the committee and other 
discussions incidental to that status. He 
should be brought into contact with the 
students and should enlarge that contact 
through dormitory and fraternity libra- 
ries, through informal gatherings in the 
library, in short, through any devices which 
may be developed in individual cases. He 
should have an adequate staff, many of 
whom should have the privileges and the 
methods of work available to officers of 
instruction. The reference desk should 
be not merely a place to which students 
might resort but should be the outpost of 
the library for making fresh contacts with 
the students, and the faculty. It should 
be a source of stimulation as well as of en 
lightenment. The library should be the 
coérdinating center, drawing in every as 
pect of intellectual and cultural life of the 
institution. It should be treated, therefore, 
not as an ancillary enterprise but a 
one of the central sources of motive 
power for the operation of the institu 
tion. 
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Public Library Service to Schools 


BY LOIS F. SHORTESSt 


HE high school library standards of 


the Southern Association of Colleges and 


Secondary Schools have been a great help 


in the past few years in encouraging the 
improvement of conditions in high school 
libraries in the states affected by the south- 
ern association. In several of those states, 
notably Tennessee and Louisiana, library 
service to schools has been given very effi- 
ciently by some public libraries both mu- 
nicipal and county. Although the quality 
of such service was: unquestioned by edu- 
cators and librarians, such codperation, 
until recently, had not been officially rec- 
ognized or authorized by the southern 
association. 

At a meeting of state library workers 
in New Orleans in the spring of 1932, 
preceding the American Library Associa- 
tion meeting, this topic of codperation 
between public libraries and school libra- 
ries was discussed by the state supervisors 
of school libraries, state library commis- 
sion secretaries and others and a need was 
felt of defining adequate public library 
service to schools. The object was two- 
fold: first, to obtain southern association 
recognition of effective public library serv- 
ice to schools; second, to prevent recog- 
nition of inefficient school service from 
public libraries that were not properly or- 
ganized, staffed, financed, or administered 
to give adequate service. 

As a result of the pre-conference dis- 
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cussion, a committee was appointed to 
work out a statement of equivalents for 
high school library service which was sup- 
plied wholly or in part by a public library. 
This committee consisted of Miss Mary 
U. Rothrock, Miss Lucile Fargo, and the 
writer as chairman. The committee was 
ably assisted by Miss Tommie Dora 
Barker. Much time, thought, and arduous 
labor were expended in an effort to work 
out a satisfactory statement. 

The suggestions of the committee were 
submitted to the Southwestern Library 
Association at its meeting in October, 
1932, and to the Southeastern Library 
Association meeting the following month. 
Recommendations and valuable sugges- 
tions were received from both groups. 
The Southwestern Library Association 
appointed the chairman of the original 
committee to represent it in further nego- 
tiations, and the Southeastern Library 
Association referred the matter to its Li- 
brary Committee, which had represented 
it previously in its relations with the south- 
ern association. This library committee 
consisted of Mr. Charles Stone, chairman, 
Miss Elizabeth Robinson, Miss Tommie 
Dora Barker, and Mr. C. W. Dickinson, 
Jr. 

Miss Barker and Miss Shortess met 
with the Library Committee of the South- 
ern Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools at its meeting in New Orleans in 
December, 1932. The necessity of adopt- 
ing such equivalents was presented, and the 
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idea was accepted in principle by the library 
committee of the southern association, 
though the details of the statement were not 
at that time ready for submission. 

The joint committees of the southeast- 
ern and southwestern associations con- 
tinued work on the statement until an 
agreement was reached. The following 
interpretation of high school library stan- 
dards in terms of public library service 
was adopted by the southern association 
at its annual meeting in December, 1934, 
and we feel that these additional standards 
will be a great help in raising the standard 
of public library service to schools where 
such service has been inadequate, in giving 
proper recognition to the excellent service 
being given to school libraries by other 
libraries, and in encouraging further co- 
operation between public libraries and 
schools. 


EQUIVALENTS FOR HIGH SCHOOL LI- 
BRARY SERVICE SUPPLIED WHOLLY 
OR IN PART BY THE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 


It has been demonstrated that adequate 
library service to both communities and 
schools can be given economically and effec- 
tively by means of centralized administration 
from a municipal, county, or larger regional 
library when properly financed and ade- 
quately administered by trained personnel. 
But in view of the fact that difficulties have 
in some cases arisen relative to the adjust- 
ment of centralized service to meet the 
standards of local, state, and regional ac- 
crediting agencies, it appears that a state- 
ment of equivalents is desirable. 

Standards for a high school library whose 
service is either wholly or partially supplied 
by a public library should in no way be lower 
than the present High School Library Stand- 
ards; but certain forms of service may be 
accepted as equivalents of these standards, 
with resultant advantage to both school and 
public library. 


A statement of equivalents should not b 
confused with a plan for codperative admip. 
istration of the high school library. Such, 
plan will naturally be worked out in ead 
community and will cover immediate admip. 
istrative details, such as the method of book 
selection and purchase, final ownership of 
books, cataloging, transportation of books, 
et cetera. 

The following is a statement of equiva. 
lents where administration is under or ip 
codperation with the public library. 

1. Books 

a. A basic collection for general reference 
work, collateral reading in connection with 
curricular subjects taught, and recreational 
reading should be permanently housed in the 
high school library. 

b. Enough books to meet these require. 
ments may be obtained on short or long 
term loans from the public library, provided 
these books are suitable for high school use; 
and provided that the high school library 
contains at all times enough books to meet 
the minimum requirements of accrediting 
agencies. 

In addition to this, the school library 
should be able to draw on the public library 
for special material as the needs arise. 

c. The selection of books for the school li- 
brary should be a coéperative enterprise, rec- 
ommendations coming from teachers, school 
librarians, and public librarians. 

2. Periodicals 

a. Magazines and newspapers as required 
by accrediting agencies should be received 
regularly at the high school library. 

3. Librarian. As in High School Library 

Standards* 

a. A public library, in order to render ade- 
quate service to school libraries, should be 
in charge of trained personnel. 

If the salary of the school librarian is paid 
by the school authorities she should be ap- 
pointed in consultation with the public li- 
brarian; if her salary is paid by the library 
she should be appointed in consultation with 
the school authorities. She should adminis- 
ter the library in accordance with the poli- 


*The High School Library Standards of the 
southern association are to be followed with ad- 
ditions as indicated. 
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cies agreed upon by the school and public 

library authorities. 

4. Appropriation. As in High School Library 
Standards* 

a. The school authorities should pay to 
the public library authorities for library 
service rendered the schools, on a basis to be 
agreed upon by the two agencies. 

b. It shall be the responsibility of the pub- 
lic library to provide standard service in 
proportion to the funds made available. 

5. Organization. As in High School Library 
Standards* 

a. Add: Much technical and clerical work, 
as ordering, cataloging, et cetera, should 
clear through the respective departments of 
the public library. This will relieve the 
school librarian sufficiently to enable her to 
give more time, and consequently better serv- 
ice, in the direct aid of students and teachers. 

b. The school library should have perma- 
nently housed within it whatever records are 
necessary for its efficient administration and 
to meet the standards of accrediting agen- 
cies, and the public library should have 
whatever records are necessary for the cor- 
rect and consistent technical work of the 
high school library handled through public 
library departments. It will seldom be neces- 
sary to set up duplicate records. 

c. The records should include those in- 
dicating ownership of books and showing the 
relationship between expenditure and service 
rendered. 

6. Equipment. 
Standards* 
a. Add: The public library may reason- 

ably be expected to provide estimates of 

needed equipment and to assist in working 
out correct specifications for library rooms, 
shelving, and other equipment. 

7. Courses in the Use of The Library. Asin 
High School Library Standards* 

a. Add: Courses in the use of the library 
may be given under supervision of the public 
library staff or the high school library staff. 
These courses should meet all requirements 
of accrediting agencies. Instructions in the 
use of the public library may appropriately 
be included in the course. 


As in High School Library 





*The High School Library Standards of the south- 


ef association are to be followed with additions as 
indicated. 
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Copyright Bill Proposed 


A series of conferences has recently 
been held in Washington in connection 
with a proposed measure for general copy- 
right revision to be introduced into the 
present session of Congress. The present 
draft of the bill prepared by the state de- 
partment provides for extended amend- 
ments to the existing law—adopted in 1909. 
So far no library action has been required, 
but Milton J. Ferguson, chairman of the 
A. L. A. Book Buying Committee, is 
studying the measure and will represent 
libraries when such 
needed. 


representation is 
l a>) 


Senate Bill 994 


A MEASURE Now before Congress, 
Senate Bill 994, permitting a levy on goods 
moving in interstate commerce, is under 
consideration by the A. L. A. Book Buying 
Committee because of its possible effect on 
library purchases. 


AS 


100% Membership 


Eta v. ALpRICH, Louisiana State 
University, who is on the A. L. A. Mem- 
bership Committee, reports that every li- 
brary school student at the university holds 
a personal membership in the A. L. A. and 
the library school itself has a sustaining 
($100) membership. Three schools now 
have a record of 100 per cent A. L. A. 
membership: Louisiana State University, 
Emory University and Simmons College. 

Mason City (Iowa) Public Library has 
100 per cent trustee and staff member- 
ship. 
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Denver’s Adult Education Program 


BY MALCOLM G. WYER? 


ISITORS to Denver during the 
A. L. A. conference will find that the 
cultural agencies are very closely inte- 
grated, probably more so than in most 
cities, because Denver is so isolated from 
other large communities that it is neces- 
sary for all of the cultural and educational 
agencies to work closely in codperation. 
This is especially true in the adult educa- 
tion program of the community, where the 
situation is somewhat unique, because the 
work in this field has developed around 
the Denver Public Library. 

Like many libraries, this library has been 
carrying on adult education for many 
years, but since the rapid growth of inter- 
est in adult education in this country, the 
program of the library has been strength- 
ened to keep pace with the demands of 
the community. 

The readers’ advisory service is an out- 
growth of the informal assistance which 
has always been a part of the circulation 
and reference departments, and it began 
in our case with a field representative. 
This field representative carried on her 
activities around each branch in turn, try- 
ing various methods to bring to the 
attention of the surrounding community 
the opportunities offered by the branch li- 
brary, especially of a cultural and educa- 
tional nature. She sometimes made a 
house-to-house canvas, but more often met 
with clubs and groups of all organizations 


+ See Behind the By-Lines in this issue. 


working in the community. Later she cen- 
tered her work around the main library, 
making as many contacts with organiza- 
tions of all kinds as was possible. She was 
always ready to speak or to give a book 
review when asked, and she arranged for 
Finally she 
was made readers’ adviser, with headquar- 
ters in the main library lobby, and since 
then this department has grown rapidly 
and has been forced to call upon various 
other members of the staff for support and 
assistance. 


other library speakers also. 


The readers’ adviser has been 
the official member of the library staff 
always ready to extend the codperating 
hand of the library to individuals and to 
groups and organizations, and thus she 
has kept the library in the very center of 
the adult education work in the commv- 
nity. 

In addition to the readers’ adviser the 
library has another activity in the field of 
adult education. One assistant has charge 
of club meetings, book review talks, and 
literary and educational programs for the 
entire system. These take place in each 
branch and in the main library and include 
book reviews, book talks, travel talks, art 
and music appreciation programs, and s0 
forth. During the past year the attendance 
at these informal meetings was more than 
six thousand. 

The library codperates closely with the 
art museum, the University of Denver, the 
extension departments of other universi- 
ties, the public schools, and such agencies 
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as the labor college, the Y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W. C. A., which are active in adult edu- 
cation. A few years ago, at the invitation 
of the library, representatives of these and 
other agencies were called into an informal 
conference to discuss the adult education 
problem, and gradually this conference 
came to realize that there was important 
work to be done by some organization 
which could codérdinate the work of the 
various other agencies. As a result an 
Adult Education Council was formed and 
it was decided that this council could ac- 
complish its purpose best by affiliating with 
the one agency which, because of its fa- 
cilities for codperating, and because its 
services were community-wide, was really 
the heart of the adult education program. 
Accordingly, therefore, the Adult Educa- 
tion Council decided to make its headquar- 
ters in the Denver Public Library and to 


afhliate with it directly. As before stated, 
it is not the purpose of the Adult Educa- 
tion Council to build up a separate 
teaching organization, but to exert a co- 
ordinating influence which will strengthen 
the work of each agency in the community 
and which will exert leadership in pointing 
out the need for new opportunities in the 
field of adult education. 

The development in Denver is there- 
fore unique in the close association of these 
agencies with the public library, and when 
a request was made for financing the adult 
education program, a Carnegie grant of 
$5,000 was made to enable Denver to dem- 
onstrate the results which can be secured 
from its plan of centering the program 
around the public library. On March 1, 
Robert B. Hudson, noted for his work at 
Radburn, New Jersey, became executive 
secretary of this adult education program. 
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A Trustee’s Point of View 


By KATHERINE G. SMITHt 


HE importance of trustee member- 
ship in the American Library Association 
has been stressed and reiterated in talks, 
letters and papers given before the confer- 
ences and published in professional jour- 
nals, yet the fact remains that the percent- 
age of trustee membership is distressingly 
low. 

I, myself, have expounded and exhorted 
and treated the “Ten Reasons Why Trus- 
tees Should Belong to the A. L. A.” as a 
new decalogue for their guidance in a li- 
brary-conscious world. 

I believe that a certain tendency toward 
provincialism and too great absorption in 
the immediate problem may be responsible 
for the apparent lethargy of some trustees. 
It reminds us of the difficulty of raising 
the missionary quotas in “the dear dead 
days beyond recall” (thanks be!). Even 
in those days, I felt that one must have the 
long view if he was to be of any value to 
himself or to the world, so to an increasing 
degree today, I believe one must take ad- 
vantage of every opportunity to enlarge his 
knowledge of what is being done by others 
working in the same field. A trustee of any 
business organization, educational institu- 
tion or philanthropic project would ac- 
quaint himself with the history and man- 
agement of similar organizations; and li- 
brary trustees have the same obligations. 

First-hand knowledge of what other 
libraries are doing is invaluable to a per- 


t See Behind the By-Lines in this issue. 
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spective of our work, enabling us to ob- 
tain a better understanding of the problems 
This knowl- 
edge and assistance the American Library 
Association is able and ready to give, 
through the Bulletin, and the headquarters 
office where personal inquiries on library 
In fact there is no 
problem that a trustee has to meet, from 
budgets, salary quotas, library training, li- 
brary buildings, to ethics, working hours, 
securing a Carnegie grant or asking for 
federal aid, for which he cannot find help 
in information and counsel gathered by the 
American Library Association. 

For instance, when the book budget has 
been sacrificed as the first victim at hand, 
and the easiest to mutilate, or when sal- 
aries have been too drastically reduced, a 
knowledge of what other libraries are do- 
ing, pulls us up with a sense of shame, if 
they are maintaining a better proportion 
under a reduced budget; or gives us 4 
warm glow of satisfaction if our results 
compare favorably. 

From my own experience as a trustee 
of the Los Angeles Public Library since 
1920, I would like to speak of the pleas- 
ure of meeting other trustees at library 
conferences, and the value of attending the 
discussions and programs planned by dis 
trict, state and national associations. 

A personal membership, it seems to me, 
adds much to the interest a trustee takes 
in library associations. Trustees expect 
and demand much from their librarians. 


confronting our librarians. 


problems may be sent. 


lu 
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Librarians, in turn, have a right to expect 
much from their trustees. I know of no 
better method of obtaining an intelligent 
understanding of library affairs outside of 
our own organizations, than membership 
in a national association. The A. L. A. is 
definitely planning for the future of li- 
braries in a world that is changing rapidly. 
Some acquaintance with the various im- 
portant plans being formulated is abso- 
lutely necessary to trustees if they are to 
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function intelligently, and support the aims 
of their librarians. 

I know of no more pleasant and effective 
way to keep in touch with library progress 
than to subscribe for and to read the 
A. L. A. Bulletin, which grows more valu- 
able and indispensable each year. Trustees 
should read it. Trustees should pay for 
it. Cannot each of us expend twenty-five 
cents a month toward more intelligent 
trusteeship ? 


WI*EKS 


News of the Publicity Experiment 


ROM a dozen states come reports of 
codperation with the A. L. A. Publicity 
Committee’s experiment, according to re- 
cent word received from A. L. A. Head- 
quarters. 

A letter from the Nebraska Federation 
of Women’s Clubs requested copies of 
the monthly book lists which appear in 
the Library Journal, the writer adding the 
comment, “I wish every state chairman 
might have the pleasure and privilege of 
using them.” 

Registration of new borrowers and in- 
creased circulations are resulting from a 
state-wide program of publicity launched 
in Massachusetts which seeks to emphasize 
not only various aspects of library service 
stressed in the A. L. A. experiment but 
many others, according to a report made 
by Edward H. Redstone, Massachusetts 
state librarian, at the A. L. A. Publicity 
Committee’s midwinter meeting in Chi- 
cago. Mr. Redstone gave his report on 
behalf of E. Louise Jones, chairman of the 
Massachusetts Publicity Committee, whose 
active leadership has had much to do 


with the success of the Massachusetts 
program. 

As noted in the November 15 issue of 
Library Journal, Governor Ely designated 
the week of the Massachusetts Library 
Club’s fall meeting as Library Week, and 
300 newspaper articles were the prompt 
response. A poster carrying the gover- 
nor’s message, sent out by the state divi- 
sion of public libraries, was widely dis- 
played throughout the state, open house 
was held in various libraries, exhibits were 
arranged, talks on national and state plans 
were given, and the Charles River Library 
Club started a series of broadcasts which 
were given over a period of eight weeks. 

One noteworthy series of weekly news- 
paper articles—among numerous programs 
launched during the week—secured the 
interest and codperation of citizens, who 
agreed to write on the particular phase 
of the library which most interested them. 
Among these citizens were included a 
business man, the superintendent of 
schools, a teacher, a student, the president 
of a parent-teacher association, a trustee 
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of the library, an author, and an Ameri- 
canization teacher. 

Universal response from libraries large 
and small has greeted the publicity pro- 
gram, according to Mr. Redstone’s report. 
Scrapbooks of newspaper clippings ob- 
tained as a result of the campaign will 
be exhibited at the spring meeting of the 
state library club and a specially designed 
piece of pottery will be given by the Paul 
Revere Pottery as a prize to the library 
having the best book. 

Indiana and Vermont are other states 
reporting active support of the A. L. A. 
publicity experiment. In Indiana, the 
state library association’s Publicity Com- 
mittee chose as its first objective this year 
coéperation with the A. L. A. committee’s 
program intended to relate books to more 
complete living. A booth at the state 
meeting in South Bend, headed “Books 
and the Library in Relation to “The Good 
Life’” called attention to the experiment 


and displayed publicity material which 
would aid coédperating libraries. 
In Vermont the Free Public Library 


Department has given state publicity to 


the experiment and offered to lend li 
braries codperating with the A. L. A. Pub 
licity Committee material for their ven 
tures 

Individual ommunith n ther 
report cooperation in a variety of way 
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sylvania, has incorporated several of the 
subjects chosen for emphasis in its third 
annual series of Fireside Talks, which 
attract a capacity audience of 100 people 
each time they are held. An appropriate 
book exhibit is displayed in connection 
with each talk. 

Other libraries such as those in Savan- 
nah, Georgia; Sarasota, Florida; Glen 
Ridge, New Jersey; Albany, New York, 
to name only a few, are participating in 
the experiment by stressing subjects chosen 
by the A. L. A. Publicity Committeee 
either in exhibits, book lists or in series of 
newspaper articles. 

Albany has had a very successful experi- 
ence in connection with advertising reading 
“Good Health How to 
Keep It’’—one of the subjects of the 
A. L. A. list. 
Bureau of Milk cooperating 
with the New York State Department of 


matter on and 
At the request of the 

Publicity, 
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devoted its January disp] iy to books and 
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as to whether or not the food was real. 

On the “timely table” upstairs, books 
on health and pamphlets for free distribu- 
tion were on display. By far the most 
popular number was: Slimming safely, 
prepared by Dr. Shirley W. Wynne, com- 
missioner of health in New York City. 

The Albany library is the first library in 
the state to codperate with the milk cam- 
paign. On the strength of its effectiveness, 
the Bureau of Milk Publicity has arranged 
to have similar displays elsewhere. 

Florence FE. Kedler, librarian of the Chi 
cago Lawn Branch Library, a store branch 
with nine sections of window space, writes 
of her participation in the experiment. 
One section of her store front is used each 
month to follow the publicity suggestions 
appearing in the Wilson Bulletin. “We 
feel quite proud of the letters used in 
our displays, because they cost so little,” 
writes Miss Kedler “We discovered in 
five and ten cent stores sets of alphabets 


in heavy cardboard for ten cents a set, in 
cluding a set of ten nun 1 We boug! t 
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The Art of Reading, and the Use of the 
Library 

Growing Up with Books 

Budgeting One’s Income 

Handicraft and Other Hobbies 

Developing a Personal Philosophy 

Gardening 

Aids for Parents and Homemakers 

College on Nothing a Year 

Good Health and How to Keep It 

The World We Live In 

Adventures in the Arts 

One subject to be discussed at the Den- 
ver meeting of the Publicity Committee 
will be whether a national publicity ex 
periment is worth carrying on another 
year. Please be thinking about the mat 
ter, if you are a librarian interested in 
publicity, and write me or be prepared to 
give at Denver your reactions to the idea. 
Next month I will suggest some specific 
questions we would like to have answered 
during the discussion. We want to give 
as much assistance as possible to librarians 
cooperating in an experiment another year, 
but we do not want to put time into an 
ittempt to unifty——and im our opinion 
trengthen-library publicity on a nation 
wide scale unless librarians agree with us 
at such continued effort 1 des ’ able 
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A Trustee’s Point of View 


By KATHERINE G. SMITH? 


| HE importance of trustee member- 


ship in the American Library Association 
has been stressed and reiterated in talks, 
letters and papers given before the confer- 
ences and published in professional jour- 
nals, yet the fact remains that the percent- 
age of trustee membership is distressingly 
low. 

I, myself, have expounded and exhorted 
and treated the “Ten Reasons Why Trus- 
tees Should Belong to the A. L. A.” as a 
new decalogue for their guidance in a li- 
brary-conscious world. 

I believe that a certain tendency toward 
provincialism and too great absorption in 
the immediate problem may be responsible 
for the apparent lethargy of some trustees. 
It reminds us of the difficulty of raising 
the missionary quotas in “the dear dead 
days beyond recall” (thanks be!). Even 
in those days, I felt that one must have the 
long view if he was to be of any value to 
himself or to the world, so to an increasing 
degree today, I believe one must take ad- 
vantage of every opportunity to enlarge his 
knowledge of what is being done by others 
working in the same field. A trustee of any 
business organization, educational institu- 
tion or philanthropic project would ac- 
quaint himself with the history and man- 
agement of similar organizations; and li- 
brary trustees have the same obligations. 

First-hand knowledge of what other 
libraries are doing is invaluable to a per- 
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spective of our work, enabling us to ob. 
tain a better understanding of the problems 
confronting our librarians. This knowl- 
edge and assistance the American Library 
Association is able and ready to give, 
through the Bulletin, and the headquarters 
office where personal inquiries on library 
problems may be sent. In fact there is no 
problem that a trustee has to meet, from 
budgets, salary quotas, library training, li- 
brary buildings, to ethics, working hours, 
securing a Carnegie grant or asking for 
federal aid, for which he cannot find help 
in information and counsel gathered by the 
American Library Association. 

For instance, when the book budget has 
been sacrificed as the first victim at hand, 
and the easiest to mutilate, or when sal- 
aries have been too drastically reduced, a 
knowledge of what other libraries are do- 
ing, pulls us up with a sense of shame, if 
they are maintaining a better proportion 
under a reduced budget; or gives us a 
warm glow of satisfaction if our results 
compare favorably. 

From my own experience as a trustee 
of the Los Angeles Public Library since 
1920, I would like to speak of the pleas- 
ure of meeting other trustees at library 
conferences, and the value of attending the 
discussions and programs planned by dis- 
trict, state and national associations. 

A personal membership, it seems to me, 
adds much to the interest a trustee takes 
in library associations. Trustees expect 
and demand much from their librarians. 
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Librarians, in turn, have a right to expect 
much from their trustees. I know of no 
better method of obtaining an intelligent 
understanding of library affairs outside of 
our own organizations, than membership 
in a national association. The A. L. A. is 
definitely planning for the future of li- 
braries in a world that is changing rapidly. 
Some acquaintance with the various im- 
portant plans being formulated is abso- 
lutely necessary to trustees if they are to 


function intelligently, and support the ans 
of their librarians. 

I know of no more pleasant and effective 
way to keep in touch with library progress 
than to subscribe for and to read the 
A. L. A. Bulletin. which grows more valu- 
able and indispensable each year. Trustees 
should read it. ‘Trustees should pay for 
it. Cannot each of us expend twenty-five 
cents a month toward more intelligent 
trusteeship ? 


WFC 


News of the Publicity Experiment 


Frou a dozen states come reports of 
codperation with the A. L. A. Publicity 
Committee’s experiment, according to re- 
cent word received from A. L. A. Head- 
quarters. 

A letter from the Nebraska Federation 
of Women’s Clubs requested copies of 
the monthly book lists which appear in 
the Library Journal, the writer adding the 
comment, “I wish every state chairman 
might have the pleasure and privilege of 
using them.” 

Registration of new borrowers and in- 
creased circulations are resulting from a 
state-wide program of publicity launched 
in Massachusetts which seeks to emphasize 
not only various aspects of library service 
stressed in the A. L. A. experiment but 
many others, according to a report made 
by Edward H. Redstone, Massachusetts 
state librarian, at the A. L. A. Publicity 
Committee’s midwinter meeting in Chi- 
cago. Mr. Redstone gave his report on 
behalf of E. Louise Jones, chairman of the 
Massachusetts Publicity Committee, whose 
active leadership has had much to do 


Massachusetts 


with the success of the 
program. 

As noted in the November 15 issue of 
Library Journal, Governor Ely designated 
the week of the Massachusetts Library 
Club’s fall meeting as Library Week, and 
300 newspaper articles were the prompt 
response. A poster carrying the gover- 
nor’s message, sent out by the state divi- 
sion of public libraries, was widely dis- 
played throughout the state, open house 
was held in various libraries, exhibits were 
arranged, talks on national and state plans 
were given, and the Charles River Library 
Club started a series of broadcasts which 
were given over a period of eight weeks. 

One noteworthy series of weekly news- 
paper articles—among numerous programs 
launched during the week—secured the 
interest and codperation of citizens, who 
agreed to write on the particular phase 
of the library which most interested them. 
Among these citizens were included a 
business man, the superintendent of 
schools, a teacher, a student, the president 
of a parent-teacher association, a trustee 
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of the library, an author, and an Ameri- 
canization teacher. 

Universal response from libraries large 
and small has greeted the publicity pro- 
gram, according to Mr. Redstone’s report. 
. Scrapbooks of newspaper clippings ob- 
tained as a result of the campaign will 
be exhibited at the spring meeting of the 
state library club and a specially designed 
piece of pottery will be given by the Paul 
Revere Pottery as a prize to the library 
having the best book. 

Indiana and Vermont are other states 
reporting active support of the A. L. A. 
publicity experiment. In Indiana, the 
state library association’s Publicity Com- 
mittee chose as its first objective this year 
coéperation with the A. L. A. committee’s 
program intended to relate books to more 
complete living. A booth at the state 
meeting in South Bend, headed “Books 
and the Library in Relation to “The Good 
Life’ ” called attention to the experiment 
and displayed publicity material which 
would aid coédperating libraries. 

In Vermont the Free Public Library 
Department has given state publicity to 
the experiment and offered to lend li- 
braries codperating with the A. L. A. Pub- 
licity Committee material for their ven- 
tures. 

Individual communities in other states 
report codperation in a variety of ways. 

In Omaha, Nebraska, the public library 
has been following the calendar of pub- 
licity published in the October issue of the 
A. L. A. Bulletin for some of its daily 
five-minute radio talks. These have been 
timely broadcasts linking books with sub- 
jects of current interest and from samples 
sent A. L. A. Headquarters are evidently 
given by someone who knows and enjoys 
good books. 

The Hoyt Library of Kingston, Penn- 


sylvania, has incorporated several of the 
subjects chosen for emphasis in its third 
annual series of Fireside Talks, which 
attract a capacity audience of 100 people 
each time they are held. An appropriate 
book exhibit is displayed in connection 
with each talk. 

Other libraries such as those in Savan- 
nah, Georgia; Sarasota, Florida; Glen 
Ridge, New Jersey; Albany, New York, 
to name only a few, are participating in 
the experiment by stressing subjects chosen 
by the A. L. A. Publicity Committeee 
either in exhibits, book lists or in series of 
newspaper articles. 

Albany has had a very successful experi- 
ence in connection with advertising reading 
matter on “Good Health and How to 
Keep It”—one of the subjects of the 
A. L. A. list. At the request of the 
Bureau of Milk Publicity, codperating 
with the New York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets, the main library 
devoted its January display to books and 
pamphlets on milk and health. Various 
colorful posters showing the relation of 
milk to health, centered about one depict- 
ing a huge bottle of milk with food value 
analyzed, and underneath it three links 
with the message of health, milk, and hap- 
piness. Plates of food showed the compara- 
tive value with one quart of milk, of 8 
eggs, 8 oranges, 7 bananas, and 6 apples. 

Under the supervision of the assistant 
director of vocational education in the city 
schools, the homemaking departments of 
the various schools took turns in sending 
two milk dishes, one, a main dish, the 
other, a dessert, with recipes, to be dis- 
played in the show case at the entrance 
to the building. These attracted a great 
deal of attention and comment. House- 


wives have copied the recipes, and boys 
and girls have been heard in argument 
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NEWS OF THE 4. L. 4. PUBLICITY EXPERIMENT 


as to whether or not the food was real. 

On the “timely table” upstairs, books 
on health and pamphlets for free distribu- 
tion were on display. By far the most 
popular number was: Slimming safely, 
prepared by Dr. Shirley W. Wynne, com- 
missioner of health in New York City. 

The Albany library is the first library in 
the state to codperate with the milk cam- 
paign. On the strength of its effectiveness, 
the Bureau of Milk Publicity has arranged 
to have similar displays elsewhere. 

Florence E. Kedler, librarian of the Chi- 
cago Lawn Branch Library, a store branch 
with nine sections of window space, writes 
of her participation in the experiment. 
One section of her store front is used each 
month to follow the publicity suggestions 
appearing in the Wilson Bulletin. “We 
feel quite proud of the letters used in 
our displays, because they cost so little,” 
writes Miss Kedler. “We discovered in 
five and ten cent stores sets of alphabets 
in heavy cardboard for ten cents a set, in- 
cluding a set of ten numerals. We bought 
seven sets of these and a ten cent can of 
ivory enamel; and so for eighty cents we 
have over 250 letters and numerals with 
stands. ‘They give the same effect as 
wooden letters, are uniform, and may be 
cleaned. We now have enough letters so 
that we can set up a display at a moment’s 
notice or put in some school project and 
label it without having to wait to make 
signs.” 

Will other libraries report publicity 
which they have found effective in calling 
attention to library service in connection 
with the list of subjects chosen by the 
Publicity Committee for emphasis this 
year? As you will remember, these sub- 
jects include: 

Community, State, National, and Inter- 
national Issues 
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The Art of Reading, and the Use of the 
Library 

Growing Up with Books 

Budgeting One’s Income 

Handicraft and Other Hobbies 

Developing a Personal Philosophy 

Gardening 

Aids for Parents and Homemakers 

College on Nothing a Year 

Good Health and How to Keep It 

The World We Live In 

Adventures in the Arts 

One subject to be discussed at the Den- 
ver meeting of the Publicity Committee 
will be whether a national publicity ex- 
periment is worth carrying on another 
year. Please be thinking about the mat- 
ter, if you are a librarian interested in 
publicity, and write me or be prepared to 
give at Denver your reactions to the idea. 
Next month I will suggest some specific 
questions we would like to have answered 
during the discussion. We want to give 
as much assistance as possible to librarians 
codperating in an experiment another year, 
but we do not want to put time into an 
attempt to unify—and in our opinion 
strengthen—library publicity on a nation- 
wide scale unless librarians agree with us 
that such continued effort is desirable. 

EvizasetH M. Smirn, Chairman 
A. L. A. Publicity Committee 


GAN 


Annual List Just Out 


Book ist BOOKS, 1934, has just been 
published. This, as most librarians know, 
is the annual selection of books which li- 
brarians have found most useful in public 
libraries. The 1934 edition lists about 300 
titles of all classes, as well as a special tech- 
nical list, compiled by Florence Waller of 
Seattle. Booklist books, 1934 sells for 65c. 











Standardized Lettering for Bound 
Periodicals 


/ \ PROPOSED system of standard- 


ized lettering for bound periodicals, which 
will be of considerable interest to binding 
supervisors, has recently been brought to 
the attention of A. L. A. Headquarters 
by Earl W. Browning, chairman of the 
A. L. A. Bookbinding Committee. This 
system, already being used by several li- 
braries throughout California, is based on 
measuring all lettering from the shelf line 
or base of the volume. 

For convenience, all books under this 
procedure are divided into six groups, ac- 
cording to their height when bound. 
Group A includes all volumes under 
83 inches. The other groups’ heights in 
inches are as follows: B, from 84 to 93; C, 
from 10 to 11; D, from 114 to 123; E, 


from 12§ to 14%; and F, from 144 to 16. 
The lettering of the title should begin a 
specific distance from the shelf line for 
each group, thus: 7 inches for group A, 8 
for B, 9 for C, 10 for D, 114 for E, and 
124 for F. 

Group A, the smallest classification, is 
seldom used, and its title, volume, and 
year are each an inch below the common 
standard for these items in the other 
groups. The uniform practice for 10-inch 
books is followed by groups B, C, D, E, 
and F for volume numbers (omitting the 
abbreviation: Vol.), which appear at 54 
inches from the shelf line. Years begin 
at 3 inches, with months just above, if used 
(if the volume covers a single calendar 
year, use the year only). Where a volume 
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Group B Group C 


Group D 
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STANDARD FOR MAGAZINE LETTERING USED IN CALIFORNIA 
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STANDARDIZED LETTERING PROPOSED 


touches more than one calendar year, keep 
the months above and the years below, 
keeping months together and years to- 
gether, e.g.: Nov.-May, 1918-19, not Nov. 
1918-May 1919. 

Secondary items, such as paging, the 
word “Index” or “Supplement,” or per- 
haps a department mark, such as “Ref.” or 
even a call number should begin at 2 
inches. If the library imprint is used, it 
should be placed close to the tail of each 
volume. In directions to the binder, the 
words “begin at . . . inches” indicate the 
exact distance from the shelf line to the 
top of the first line of lettering referred 
to. 

For standardized wording of periodical 
titles, the form appearing in the Readers’ 
guide might well be followed, with the less 
usual titles as given on Library of Congress 
cards, or as the judgment of the librarian 
or the binder indicates. 

The illustration given shows the prac- 
tical application of this system, in which 
titles are aligned within each group, with 
all other items uniformly aligned through- 
out groups B through F, thus making for 
ease in shelf reading and for continuity of 
policy within the individual set on the 
shelves without the inconvenience of send- 
ing either a “rub-off” or a sample volume 
each time a serial goes to the bindery. 


FN, 


Membership Notes 


Tuuncs having been happening in the 
membership field, reports Cora M. Beatty, 
chief, A. L. A. Membership Department. 

During February there were 324 new 
members enrolled, making 604 new mem- 
bers since January 1. The total member- 
ship on February 28 was 12,636. 

We are pleased to report new institu- 
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tional memberships for five branches of the 
Minneapolis Public Library. 

Annie C. Hill has divided the map of 
Texas by districts corresponding to those 
of the state library planning committee, and 
has appointed an A. L. A. membership 
helper for each district. 

Margaret C. Hickman of Los Angeles 
exceeded her splendid last year’s record by 
sending in one letter this year with 112 
renewals and new memberships. Pearl E. 
Lockhart of Detroit decided to try for a 
record and we have received in one letter 
from the Detroit Public Library staff 117 
renewals and new memberships. Both of 
these committee members have had excel- 
lent coéperation from their associates. 

From McGill University Library and 
Library School staffs we have received in 
one letter 32 renewals and new members. 

Julia F. Carter assembled and forwarded 
33 new and renewed memberships from the 
Cincinnati Public Library. 

From the Lawson McGhee Library, 
Knoxville, Margaret E. Broome sent in 
18 new members and renewals. 

The Children’s Department of the Pub- 
lic Library of the District of Columbia sent 
in 31 renewals and new memberships. 

Clara E. Howard, director of the Emory 
University Library School, checked a list 
of graduates of the school and sent the 
names of non-A. L. A. members who are 
now employed. Invitations are being 
mailed to them. 

Roland Mulhauser, chairman of the 
A. L. A. Committee on Institution Libra- 
ries, has written a splendid letter of invita- 
tion to librarians of penal and correctional 
institutions, pointing out the part the 
A. L. A. has played in the development and 
improvement of this special service. The 
invitation is being mailed to a selected list 
of such institutions. 
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Some Disturbing Facts 


By JOHN BOYNTON KAISERt 


S TATISTICS of salaries in the li- 
brary profession as of December 31, 1934 
again reveal with scientific accuracy dis- 
turbing facts which ordinary language can- 
not render encouraging. 

Although the downward trend seems 
practically stopped and an encouraging 
number of restorations, complete or par- 
tial, are reported, the rank and file of “the 
worst paid profession,’ as Professor Mc- 
Gaughy’ appropriately characterizes us, 
must still “reach up to touch bottom.” In 
this respect at least librarians are apparent- 
ly deserving the accusation of undue meek- 
ness which prominent educators have 
thrown up to us twice during the past year. 
Salaries of school administrators and teach- 
ers in many places are far more encourag- 
ing. 

Thorough analysis of “trends” is not 
possible in the time available between the 
compilation of the statistics and the date 
they must be in the hands of the printer. 
However, the more obvious ones are com- 
mented on by the separate group sponsors 
and some striking contrasts will be noticed 
by all who glance over these tables. 


New Items Included 


This year, an attempt has been made to 
acquire both general and salary statistics 
for public, college, and school libraries 
(A. L. A. Bulletin, December, 1934, pages 
885-901). Therefore certain items are in- 


+ See Behind the By-Lines in this issue. 
1A, L. A. Bulletin, April, 1934, p. 177; and August, 
1931, pages 400-403. 


cluded in these tables which have not been 
included heretofore. These items include, 
for public libraries, the number of vol- 
umes; volumes per capita; borrowers; per 
cent of population registered; circulation 
per capita; circulation per library em- 
ployee; number of branches and sub- 
branches; library operating expenditures 
per capita, and total city expenditures. 


New Grouping of Libraries 


It will be noted that this year libraries 
are grouped on a slightly different popula- 
tion basis. The new arrangement appeal- 
ing as an improvement to all concerned is 
actually but a slight change from the 
grouping heretofore used. The former 
population groups were: cities of 5,000- 
20,000; 25,000-70,000; 75,000-199,000; 
and more than 200,000. The new groups 
are: 10,000-34,999; 35,000-99,999; 100,- 
000-199,999; and more than 200,000. 


Geographical Distribution 


It may appear to some that the tables as 
printed do not properly represent different 
sections of the country, there being a pre- 
ponderance of cities from one section and 
too few from another. In explanation of 
this, it may be said that in sending out 
questionnaires for data, a careful selection 
was made of libraries in all parts of the 
country. However, we can publish only 
the data received, and frequently more li- 
braries in one section of the country sub- 
mit information than in another. 


) 
f 





me i | i, ae ae 








SOME DISTURBING FACTS 


It seems advisable to call the attention of 
librarians to the fact that although a great 
number of them call on A. L. A. Head- 
quarters for essential information con- 
tained in these questionnaires, usually less 
than two-thirds of those solicited make the 
effort to reply. For example, in requesting 
salary statistics for one group, some 70 
libraries are circularized and about 45 re- 
ply. One-third will respond promptly to 
the original request, the other one-third 
coming in only after a follow-up letter has 
been sent. The two-thirds replying in- 
clude those who, for one reason or another, 
feel it necessary to ask that their informa- 
tion be kept confidential. 

It seems strange that the same library is 
inconsistent in its response, replying one 
year, and possibly not the next. It is hoped 
that libraries which find it necessary to re- 
quest that their data be kept confidential 
will read again the comment on this subject 
in the Bulletin, April, 1934, page 178. 


Canadian Libraries 


This year additional Canadian libraries 
were circularized for information, and al- 
though an encouraging number responded, 
it was not as great as we had anticipated. 

Canadian librarians differ among them- 
selves as to the desirability and advisability 
of publishing Canadian library statistics, 
especially salary statistics, whether alone 
or in conjunction with corresponding sta- 
tistics of libraries in the United States. 
Some of them, however, feel strongly the 
desirability of so doing. They state there 
is more in common between neighboring 
libraries in the United States and Canada, 
in some cases, than for example between 
libraries in Seattle and New Orleans; also, 
that salary comparisons with libraries in 
the United States have been distinctly help- 
ful to Canadian libraries. 
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“Relative Standing” Tables 


For the last two years tables have ap- 
peared in the Bulletin (e.g. A. L. A. Bul- 
letin, May, 1934, pages 248-49), giving 
comparative statistics for public libraries 
in cities of more than 200,000 population, 
with cities so arranged as to show the rela- 
tive rank in regard to such items as are 
listed under “new items included.” 

It is not planned to print this compara- 
tive table in 1935, and, therefore, we have 
given for all four groups of cities, instead 
of for just the largest group, the data 
which had been included in the former 
comparative table. These will enable any 
librarian wishing it, to work out easily the 
relative standing of his library. Judging 
from calls at headquarters, we believe that 
this information will be welcomed by many. 

Data on salary reductions and increases, 
salaries of school librarians who are mem- 
bers of the public library staff, and salar- 
ies of school people were collected but have 
been cared for only in the introductions. 
Data on salary schedules in federal libra- 
ries were collected but were omitted be- 
cause of lack of space. ‘These schedules 
may be incorporated in the committee’s 
forthcoming annual report. 


Salaries of School People 


While space does not permit us to pre- 
sent the information received on this sub- 
ject in tabular form in addition to the 
other information presented in the tables 
here offered, the response was such that the 
committee feels it would be wise to have the 
material separately mimeographed and 
sent to all the contributing libraries. 
Other libraries desiring this information 
may write to A. L. A. Headquarters for 
it. However, the high, median, and low 
figures for each group are summarized. 











PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS 








Number of 
Employees in 
Full-Time 
Circulation Equivalent 
Last Fiscal Profes- 
Year! Total sional 
Serving 
More Than| ih 11,529,692 920 563 
200,000 [rw 2,788,421 153$ 93 
Population 69,358 30 ce) 
Serving 
100,000 (High 1,563,467 100x's 79 
199, 999 — 789,141 39 20 
Population 248, 567 13 6 
Serving 
35,000- {High 833,425 76k 454 
99, 999 ee 431,779 184 10 
Population 168,576 10 2 
Serving High 
10, 000- gD 402,773 20 11 
"999 «Median 77'43g 8 4 
Population = : 2 1 





1 Only 14 day loan period figures included 


Summary 
Library 
as Salary 
pen- Expen- 
ditures ditures 
Last Last Salary 
Fiscal Fiscal of Li- 
Year Year brarian 
1,514,576 1,258,699 10,840 
291,161 194,482 5314 
32,477 25,128 2052 
177,386 129,333 5000 
67,139 46,8634 3575 
21,428 15,497 2244 
127,349 92,325 4745 
39,548 23,648 2900 
15, 125 9082 1800 
58,236 26,922 3840 
14,619} 9272} 2100 
5922 2925 1300 


SALARIES OF SCHOOL PEOPLE 


High School 
Principals 
Min, 
Serving 
More Than )High 7790 10,000 
200,000 Median 3265 4562 
Population } Low 1476 3281 
Serving 
100,000- High 6000 6000 
199, 999 Median 3000 4000 
Population | Low 1300 2500 
Serving 
35 , 000- High 4860 7710 
99,999 Median 3300 3960 
Population | Low 2041 2861 
Serving ‘ 
10, 000- High 6000 4500 
34,999 Median 30723 3415 
Population | Low 1500 2346 


Summa ry 
High School 
Teachers 
Min. fax. 
2148 4702 
12774 27013 
587 1781 
2150 3200 
1105 2200 
500 1100 

0 4600 
1217} 2435 
630 1325 
2000 3550 
1200 2200 
504 1102 
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Salary Salary of Salary of 
of As- Salaryof Branch and Pro- 
sistant ment Sub-Branch fessional 
Libra- eads Librarians Assistants 
rian Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. 
5525 3040 4500 2195 3965 1560 2340 
3300 1940 2677 14084 1927} 1080 1770 
1620 1023 1560 694 1242 720 933 
2400 2100 2600 2000 2100 1392 2200 
1999 1449 1920 1200 14424 1050 1460 
1560 1026 1440 600 1021 600 1026 
2707 2250 2760 1980 2160 1500 1710 
1896 1449 1716 13034 1492} 1095 1377 
1080 816 1260 687 892 720 960 
1900 1980 1980 2100 1800 1476 1740 
1400 1300 1545 1308 1275 1080 1200 
1080 600 1140 660 750 660 900 
Elementary School Superin- 
Teachers tendent 
in. Max. 
1608 3830 20,000 
11134 22634 9000 
486 1458 5000 
2499 3100 9000 
900 17734 6400 
500 850 850 
1600 3100 12,150 
1000 1775 5552 
574 1171 3906 
1265 2400 7500 
950 1400 4275 
504 1000 3000 
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SALARIES IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
Salaries In Effect December 31, 1934 


The following members of the A. L. A. 
Committee on Salaries and Employment are 
sponsors for the statistical tables and for the 
summary introductions given below: Francis 
H. Henshaw, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts; 
M. Louise Hunt, of Racine, Wisconsin ; Ade- 
line T. Davidson, of East Orange, New Jer- 
sey; and Clara F. Baldwin, of St. Paul, Min- 
nesota. 


SERVING MORE THAN 200,000 POPULATION 


This year 42 libraries, 34 of which also 
appeared last year, are included in the tables. 

Although salaries in varying positions 
show a definite trend toward increasing com- 
pensation, only 8 libraries report general 
salary increases for the current fiscal year 
and one a general salary decrease. Increases 
range from 2 per cent to 10 per cent. This 
is to be compared with last fiscal year for 
which 9 reported increases ranging from 5 
per cent to 20 per cent; while 10 reported 
decreases ranging from 2 per cent to 15 per 
cent. Many increases are actually whole or 
partial restoration of previous cuts. 

A majority of the libraries reported their 
peak salary budget year as being 1931. Re- 
ductions in salary budget for last year range 
from 4 per cent to 39.38 per cent in compari- 
son with budget for peak year. Individual 
salaries in effect last fiscal year compared 
with those of peak year range from no reduc- 
tion to 33.87 per cent reduction. 

Six libraries report that they have school 
librarians of elementary, junior and senior 
high schools. They are Chicago, Cleveland, 
Indianapolis, Memphis, Queens Borough, 
and Rochester. In these cities there are 83 
school librarians whose salaries range from 
$900 to $2670. 

Those interested in compensation schedules 
and reasonable differences in rates of pay 
will see certain inconsistencies in the follow- 
ing comparisons: 

Per cent by which libra- 


rian’s salary exceeds that 


Number of libra- 
of highest paid assistant 


ries reporting 


50%— 99% 30 
100%—199% 7 
200% up 2 


Twenty-nine libraries submitted salaries 
of school officials and teachers. Only one 
library reports a chief librarian’s salary 
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higher than that received by the superinten- 
dent of schools; 5 report librarians’ salaries 
not less than $1500 under that of superin- 
tendent of schools. Five report superintend- 
ents’ salaries $5000 higher than those paid 
chief librarians and ten $4000 higher. 

The maximum salaries paid high school 
principals equal or exceed salaries of chief 
librarians in 9 cities. High school teachers 
receive maximum salaries equalling or ex- 
ceeding those paid assistant librarians (or 
highest heads of departments) in 11 cities. 
In one city the high school teacher’s maxi- 
mum is higher than the chief librarian’s 
salary! 

Elementary school teachers receive maxi- 
mum salaries equalling or exceeding those 
paid branch librarians in 20 cities. 

It would seem that we have much to learn 
from the teaching profession unless we wish 
to remain genteel but ineffectual. 


SERVING FROM 100,000 TO 199,999 
POPULATION 


Thirty-four cities, 5 fewer than last year, 
representing 20 states are included in this 
table; 25 cities are the same. The minimum 
population for this group has been raised 
from 75,000 to 100,000. This must be con- 
sidered when comparing median or low fig- 
ures with those of previous tables. 

Percentage of total expenditures devoted 
to staff salaries runs from 52.3 per cent to 
81.1 per cent with the median 62.7 per cent. 

Of the 25 cities which appeared also in 
last year’s table 22 have circulation de- 
creases; Greenville, Paterson and Wichita 
have gains. Seventeen cities have smaller 
total expenditures; 8 have larger. 

In addition to the tabulated personnel, 30 
school librarians who are members of the 
public library staff are reported by Chat- 
tanooga, Flint, Knoxville and Wichita. 
Minimum salaries range from $780 to 
$1480, maximum from $938 to $1900. 

For the last fiscal year 10 libraries report 
salary reductions ranging from .15 per cent 
to 20 per cent; one resumption of normal in- 
creases; one a § per cent and one a 10 per 
cent increase. For the current year, in- 
creases varying from .o1 per cent to 8 per 
cent are reported by 8 libraries, and no 
reductions are indicated. 
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Comparison with 1929 shows reductions in 
individual salaries last fiscal year in 25 li- 
braries, running from a flat cut of 2 per cent 
to a graduated cut of 20 to 334 percent, as 
well as an increase of 3 per cent in one city and 
3.3 per cent in another. Compared with the 
peak year, which varies from 1929 to 1934, 
individual salary reductions from 3 per cent 
to 60 per cent are reported from 26 cities, 
and no increases are indicated. 

Total salary budgets of the last fiscal year 
compared with 1929 reveal 19 reductions 
ranging from .076 per cent to 51 per cent, 
and 9 increases of from 1 per cent to 13% 
per cent. Compared with the peak year 
there are 25 reductions in salary budgets, 
running from .186 per cent to 42 per cent, 
and one increase of § per cent. 


SERVING FROM 35,000 TO 99,999 PoPULATION 


Of the 43 libraries contributing to this 
table of salary statistics, including 2 in Can- 
ada, 8 asked to have their figures treated 
confidentially. They are, however, con- 
sidered in this analysis. Seven libraries re- 
ported deductions in staff salaries in the last 
fiscal year, one in the current fiscal year 
while 8 reported increases last year and 13 
in the current fiscal year, a total of 21 li- 
braries reporting increases. In more than 
half of these latter the restoration of de- 
ductions was partial. Sixteen reported no 
increase or decrease for either year. In- 
dividual salaries in 32 libraries are lower 
than in their peak year. More than half 
the libraries state the peak years as 1931 
or 1932. With salaries in half the libraries 
being gradually restored in 1935 it would 
seem that in this group of libraries, at least, 
the tendency is upward and that the period 
of curtailment has been comparatively short. 

Nine libraries report a total of 20 school 
librarians with salaries ranging from $918 
to $2500. The board of education pays 
part of the salary in only two of the libraries 
reporting. 

All but one library submitted statistics of 
salaries paid in its town to elementary and 
high school teachers, high school principals 
and superintendents of schools. If we con- 
sider the city librarian on a par with the 
high school principal, a comparison of their 
salaries shows the following: 


High School Principal 
Minimum Maximum 


City Librarian 


High $4860 $7710 $4745 
Median 3300 3960 2900 
Low 2041 2861 1800 


In the above tables actual salaries of lj- 
brarians are lower than the minimum salar- 
ies of these principals. Ranking the librarian 
with high school principals is a debatable 
question for in some cities she may rank with 
the superintendent of schools. Until some 
real basis of comparison is established be- 
tween groups of librarians and teachers, sat- 
isfactory comparisons cannot be made. 


* * * 


Total library expenditures last 


fiscal year (43 libraries) $ 1,898,756 
Average 44,157 
Total staff salaries (42 li- 
braries) 1,105,549 
Average 26,322 


Per cent of total expenditures 
spent on staff salaries (42 li- 
braries) 59 


Total volumes circulated 21,505,440 


SERVING FROM 10,000 TO 34,999 PoPULATION 


It is to be noted that the range of popu- 
lation has been changed, to include libraries 
serving 10,000 to 34,999 instead of 5,000 to 
20,000 as last year. Libraries in cities of 
less than 10,000 population are excluded be- 
cause local differences make it difficult to 
interpret statistics of smaller libraries. Last 
year the tables included reports from 25 
libraries in 18 states, with a median popu- 
lation of 12,000 and this year’s table covers 
40 places in 22 states and Canada, with a 
median population of 18,950. There are, 
however, 14 libraries which were included in 
last year’s table. Nine of these show a slight 
increase in operating expenditures, and but 
little change in salary schedules. 

Attention is called to the summaries at 
the bottom of each table giving high, median 
and low figures, which are helpful for quick 
reference and establishing standards. The 
per capita expenditures are a little lower, 
ranging from 36c to $2.25, with a median 
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DEFINITIONS 


of 72c, compared with a range of 39c¢ to 
$2.54, last year. Eleven libraries spent over 
$1 per capita. A significant figure is the 
number of volumes circulated per staff mem- 
ber, which ranges from 13,300 to 48,500 with 
a median of 26,851. 

Only one library, Mason City, Iowa, re- 
ports a school librarian who is a member of 
the public library staff devoting her entire 
time to school library work. Her salary is 
the same as that of the cataloger. 
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Analysis of figures regarding reductions 
and increases, which were received from 37 
libraries, (including 5 confidential reports) 
indicates a slight upward trend, although 
salaries have not yet been restored to those 
of 1929, or to those of the peak year. Sala- 
ries of chief librarians are about 50 per cent 
lower than those of school superintendents, 
30 per cent below those of high school prin- 
cipals and a trifle higher than the maximum 
for high school teachers. 


DEFINITIONS 


1. “Department heads” are those admini- 
stratively responsible to the librarian, or as- 
sistant librarian, and in charge of a major 
division of the library organization. Branch 
librarians are not considered department 
heads. Salaries of any assistant chief libra- 
rian serving as department head are not in- 
cluded here. 

2. A “division” is a subdivision of a de- 
partment. A division head is under immedi- 
ate direction of the department head rather 
than under the librarian. 

3. “Branch librarians” are those in charge 
of an auxiliary library, with a permanent 
foundation collection of books, administered 
as an integral part of the library system, with 
at least one full-time librarian. 

4. “Children’s librarians” include only 
those in charge of children’s rooms or of 
children’s work in extension departments 
who have had special training or sufficient 
library experience to qualify them for this 
classification, and do not include subprofes- 
sional or other assistants in children’s rooms. 
The heads of children’s departments are not 
included here, but under “Department 
heads.” 

5. “Catalogers” include only those actually 
doing expert cataloging, and not typists or 
others doing clerical or routine work in the 
catalog department. The heads of catalog 
departments are not included here, but under 
“Department heads.” 

6. “Professional assistants” include those 
members of the staff performing work of a 
professional nature who have: 

a. A bachelor’s degree which includes one 
year of professional education; or 


b. A bachelor’s degree which includes one 
year of professional education in the four 
years which lead to the bachelor’s degree; or 

c. An informal education considered by 
the librarian as the real equivalent of four 
years of college work plus five years’ ex- 
perience in a library of recognized profes- 
sional standing. ‘This provision is to take 
care of those already in the profession who 
are performing duties which require a 
knowledge of books and library technique as 
taught in a library school or gained from 
equivalent library experience. Later addi- 
tions to the porfessional group should meet 
requirements (a) or (b). 

7. “Subprofessional assistants” are those 
who perform the higher type of routine work. 
May have had brief elementary training or 
have qualified through satisfactory substitute 
or other experience for this class. Assistants 
paid on an hourly basis as shelvers and stu- 
dent assistants are not included here. 

8. “Clerical assistants” include stenog- 
raphers, typists, office assistants, and other 
clerical workers. 

9g. “Others” include shelvers, pages, and 
assistants performing manual tasks. All stu- 
dent assistants, museum and bindery forces, 
janitors, engineers, and building force are not 
included here. 

10. Branches are auxiliary libraries, with 
a permanent foundation collection of books, 
administered as an integral part of the li- 
brary system, with at least one full-time li- 
brarian. Sub-branches are small branches, 
open fewer hours, yet distinct from stations 
in that both the agency and the book collec- 
tion are more permanent. 
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General and Salary Statistics—Public Libraries 

















Serving More Than 200,000 Population 
Number of Days Allowed with Pay as: 
———————— Annual Vacation - —— Special Holidays 
Sub- fo Sub- Bngincer, 
neers, ju 
Profes- profes- q Building Profes- profes- Building 
sional sional Clerical Force sional sional Clerical Force 
26 26 26 26 7 7 7 7 
24 12 cm 6 7 7 4 7 
5% oo 12-24 12 12 6-12 
; None None None None 3 3 3 3 
12 & ll ll ll 
12-18 i 12-18 6& 18 7 naa 7 
Chieago. oe eeee 18 18 8 8 8 8 
Cincinnati, Ohio. . sdapate 26 12-267 12-26% 12 10 10 10 10 
og oe Ohio. . ss 26 12-26 12 10 10 10 10 10 
SEY 18 12-18 12 6 6 6 6 64 
ioe. —" Ro naa 18 18 18 12 7 7 7 
Denver, Colo............. 15 me 15 15 12 e 12 6 
Detroit . . 5 ae 20 a 15 10 5 = 5 5 
Houston, Tex.. ow alk 18 13 < 12 &13 10 10 10 
| — lis, Ind... Bicasntets 18-24 18-24 18-24 6 7 7 7 7 
’ City, 'N A, = 12-36 12 - 12 12 12 ‘in 12 
es ( (City) ck oh 8 12 12 12 12 7 7 7 7 
Ua Anges (C (County). ino 14 i4 14 12¢ 7 7 7 7 
--. 18&26 18 18 6 ll ll ll ll 
one a lal ee i 28 ‘? 14 & 21 10 5 - 5 5 
Milwaukee, Wis.. ™ 15 15 15 15 10 10 10 10 
Minneapolis, Minn.. . 15-233 12 12 12 6 6 6 5 
New York Circulation... . 26 ou 12-26 6-18 11 - ll Seat 
—, PT 26 26 26 12 12 12 12 12 
SS 12 12 12 12 10 10 10 10 
OS See 18 18 18 12 6 6 3 
Philadelphia............. 22 22 22 12 None None None 10 
} Pitabare, Pa. (Old City). 26 128 128 12 7 7 7 7 
» Pa. 7 neny) 24 24 12 12414 8 8 8 8 
Gores, Sin +5 oe 26-52 26 12 12 7 7 7 = 
27 27 18 & 275 14 10 10 10 7 
St. Louis, a .... 18-261 18-261 18-261 6-26 8 s 8 oy 
| San Antonio, Tex.. 28 28 28 14 8 8 8 8 
' San oy Calif... 12 12 . 12 8 8 in 8 
| Seattle, Wash tag 13 13 13 13 8 8 8 8 
N. Y.. cmtees 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 None 
Were a? saeoctign 12-24 12 12-24 6-18 10 10 10 7 
| eg 5S 26 26 26 a Q d i i 
canto io. 26 26 2 - 
Toronto, Ont.. Soe 24 18 12 12 8 S 8 8 
} Vancouver, i Re 26 264 15 12 gy y Q 9 
Winnipeg, Manit......... 12 jn me 12 9 a ~ u 
ae 52 28 28 26 24 14 14 12 
RE 20 18 15 12 s 8 8 7 
eee 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 Graded by length of service; special allowance made for long 4 After 3 years service 
periods of service 5 During first 5 years of service 18 days; thereafter 27 days 
; Graded by length of service 


6 ma force; janitors part time, no vacation or holidays allowed 
3 Extension may be granted for length and excellence of service 7 Vari 
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General and Salary Statistics—Public Libraries 
Serving 100,000 to 199,999 Population 


Number of Days Allowed with Pay as: 











—— Annual Vacation Special Holidays —_____—__ 
Janitors, Janitors, 
Sub- Engineers, Sub- Engineers 
4 Profes- profes- ; Building Profes- profes- Building 
, sional sional Clerical Force sional sional Clerical Force 
—_ saci 11 11 = 12 18 & 26° 18 ¥ ll 
+ advieek 12 12 12 q a se u 
Ooatanooes, Te _ cate 12 None ais None 7 7 * 7 
Duluth, pte 11 ll il il 2 2 2 2 
Ei Paso, Me, oe Se on 26 - 26 None 5 5 6 
Erie, Pa.. a ihe 12 12 12 12 7 7 7 7 
Fall River, Mass... ere 12 12 ig 12 10 10 ide 10 
Flint, Mich. . te 12 12 i2 12 8 8 8 6 
Fort — ee, an 24 24 24 12-18 6 6 6 6 
II ns 52-c- 00s - 2 6 & 125 12 6 8 8 . . 
Grand aoe | Mich. 18 & 24! 12 a 2 2 a 
Greenville, 24 24 None 3 3 - 3 
Hartford, —: 21 21 14 na None None None es 
Knoxville, Tenn.. . 12 12 12 6 7 7 7 7 
Beach, Calif. . 12 12 12 12 ll 1l il ll 
Nashville, Tenn... ; 18? 18 12 6 6 6 6 3 
New Bedford, Mass... 18 os Ke 18 4 a 5. 4 
New Haven, Conn........ 24 24 24 12 & 248 7 7 7 7 
Oklahoma vity, Okla..... . 13 13 13 15 6 6 6 6 
Paterson, N : sie 24 24 6 18 12 12 si 12 
Peoria, Tl... 12 6 6 ea wi 6 
oe 1 Ps: 14 14 a 7 7 ™ 7 
12 12 12 12 9 a 9 y 
Salt ake Cin. Utah..... 18 18 18 14 12 12 12 6 
San Diego, Calif. . kes 13 13 13 13 ll 1l ll 14 
Tacoma, Wash........... 24 24 24 31 ll 1l ll 8 
Tampa, Fila... 24 24 24 None 7 7 7 7 
frenton, N. J. 24 24 24 12 6 6 6 6 
Tulsa, Okla. net 26 26 26 7 7 7 7 7 
Utiea, N.Y... Go ix ane 26 T 26 12 + ke 7 4 
Wichita, Kan... .. ... 12&26 12 12 12 6 6 6 6 
i n, Del. Ra 24 my 6 & 128 5 be 5 6 
Worcester, Mass.......... 12,18 &244 12,18 & 244 12 & 179 10 10 - §u 
Yonkers, N. Y a 24 ¥ ‘ 2 ll +e sa ll 
Ste 26 26 26 31 26 18 12 14 
Se 18 134 13 12 7 7 7 7 
ee 11 0 11 0 0 0 0 2 
1 Chiefs of departments 24 days; others 18 days 6 Superintendent of buildings 24 days; others 12 days 
2 After 10 years service 26 days 7 Vari 


3 Librarian and department heads 26 days; others 12 days 


4 One year of service 12 days; two years of service 18 days; 5 years 


of service or over 24 days 
5 Until completion of 4 years service 6 days; thereafter 12 days 


207 


es 

8 Engineer 12 days; others 6 days 

9 Cleaners 12 days; janitors 17 days 
10 Department heads and branch librarians 26 days 
11 One-half of each legal holiday 
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Notes from the Secretary 


From TIME to time a brief, informal 
report of progress is made by the A. L. A. 
secretary to the Executive Board. Notes 
from those letters which are of general in- 
terest are passed on to other A. L. A. 
members through the medium of the Bulle- 
tin. This month one recent letter is re- 
ported below almost in full. 


FEDERAL RELATIONS IN GENERAL 


Shortly after the Midwinter Confer- 
ence, I transmitted to Dr. Putnam the 
resolutions adopted by the Council on the 
recommendation of the Federal Relations 
Committee. A copy of his reply of Janu- 
ary 21 follows: 


Dear Mr. Milam: 


On January 3 you forwarded to me a copy 
of the draft of the so-called “National Li- 
brary Plan,” with some interpolations under 
the general title, “National Responsibilities.” 

I have been interested to examine this. 

It proposes a Federal subsidy, applicable 
locally, to enlarge and perhaps diversify the 
service of local libraries to their public. It 
assumes to be necessary a Federal agency 
to represent the United States in the appor- 
tionment of the funds appropriated, and 
pursue certain other activities in the promo- 
tion of library service which it is assumed 
should be performed directly by a Federal 
agency. 

You have asked my opinion as to whether 
such an agency, if created, should be at- 
tached to the Bureau of Education or to the 
Library of Congress. 


The functions proposed are defined as fol- 
lows: “To forward the development of li- 


brary service in codperation with the states 
and with other Federal agencies; to foster 
interstate library coédperation in the interest 
of improving the educational, cultural and 
recreational facilities available to all the 
people; to foster such nation-wide codrdina- 
tion and division of responsibility among na- 
tional, university and other research libraries 
as will tend to make the materials of scholar- 
ship, in some form, and services in connection 
therewith, equally available to people in all 
parts of the country; to collect and dissemi- 
nate statistics and other information about 
libraries; to make surveys and studies in the 
library field; to administer federal aid to 
libraries if and when such aid is made avail- 
able.” 

Of the above functions two (the collection 
and dissemination of statistics, and surveys 
and studies in the library field) are already 
the function of the Bureau of Education. 
Insofar as the function of the proposed 
agency would be merely to apportion to the 
state agencies the sums appropriated, that 
bureau would therefore have in its possession 
the records and information which should be 
the basis of the apportionment. 

Of the other functions described, those 
that concern the welfare of the general 
reader and of the young, even if not at pres- 
ent an affirmative concern of the Bureau, 
might very consistently and appropriately be 
developed by an amplification of the responsi- 
bility of that same division of the Bureau 
which makes the studies, accumulates sta- 
tistics, and apportions the appropriations. 

Of the several functions mentioned, there 
is, indeed, but one which might seem to point 
to the Library of Congress as the appropriate 
agency; that is the third, which is “to foster 
such nation-wide codrdination and division 
of responsibility among national, university 
and other research libraries as will tend to 
make the materials of scholarship, in some 
form, and services in connection therewith, 
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equally available to people in all parts of the 
country ;” since it is research, the mature in- 
yestigator, and the aid of him, that, apart 
from its specific duty to Congress and the 
government establishments at Washington, 
is the concern of the Library of Congress. 

But this is not easy to say that it might 
not also be a concern of an agency associated 
with the Bureau of Education; and insofar 
as its undertakings may consist in promoting 
coordination, a division of responsibility, and 
a wider diffusion of benefits, the function 
would seem especially appropriate to that 
agency which is to represent the interest of 
the federal government in acquiring infor- 
mation as to the needs at large and in ap- 
portioning federal funds to meet them. 

The agency that these latter functions re- 
quire is an executive agency. It should, 
therefore, be associated with one of the 
executive departments of the Government, 
and presumably, with the Interior Depart- 
ment within which are grouped numerous 
projects relating to domestic welfare. The 
Library of Congress, on the other hand, is 
a part not of the Executive, but of the Legis- 
lative establishment of the Government. This 
has not, indeed, prevented it from developing 
activities which are executive in character, 
but except for one or two (for instance, 
the Service for the Blind) imposed upon it, 
its activities have been kept pretty closely 
within the field of its main function as a 
library for research and for the promotion 
of learning. 

For this function, alone, its resources are 
by no means sufficient. In any effort to am- 
plify them, it would be handicapped by hav- 
ing to include in its budget provision for 
activities of quite another sort, and dealing 
with other aspects of the general welfare. 
Moreover, the maintenance of such non- 
related activities might tend dangerously to 
submerge here the organization devoted to 
its primary purpose and fatally impair the 
“serenities” which scholarly research re- 
quires. 

There would be, in brief, numerous objec- 
tions to the assignment to the Library of 
Congress of the functions proposed, We 
should not welcome them, and I believe that 
they would tend to confuse and impede the 
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service to learning which should be the pri- 
mary duty of our National Library. 

The assignment of those functions to a 
Library Division of the Bureau of Educa- 
tion need not, on the other hand, preclude 
the benefit to them of whatever develops 
at the Library of Congress or in its relations 
with other American libraries that should 
prove useful in the codrdination, specializa- 
tion, or further diffusion of their service. 
Its knowledge, its experience, and its tech- 
nique would all be available in an infor- 
mative or advisory way to an agency in the 
Bureau of Education. 


Such would be my views if I were to at- 
tempt an expression of them at this time. 
Whether they might be modified by a pro- 
gram more specific and detailed than that 
outlined, I cannot, of course, anticipate; but, 
if I understand properly the general terms 


used in the program, I do not think that they 
wold Faithfully yours, 


Hersert Putnam, Librarian 
Library of Congress 


Washington, D.C. 

I have talked with Mr. Chapman, as- 
sistant secretary, United States Depart- 
ment of the Interior, and discussed briefly 
the Council action on federal relations to 
libraries. He was sympathetic and inter- 
ested. 

Mr. Compton and I have also talked 
with Commissioner of Education Stude- 
baker, discussing the federal agency, fed- 
eral aid, and the emergency library project. 
Dr. Studebaker advised the introduction 
of a bill in Congress creating a library di- 
vision in the United States Office of Edu- 
cation. He said there was, in his opinion, 
little hope for federal aid to libraries now. 
He was sympathetic toward our proposals 
for aid from the emergency relief act. 


FEDERAL AGENCY 


A meeting was held in this office March 
2 attended by Mr. Compton, Mr. Joeckel, 
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Mr. Lester, Mr. Bailey of Indianapolis, 
Miss Merrill, Miss Estes, Mrs. Rossell 
and myself. A bill was drawn, a budget 
prepared, and an outline made for a fac- 
tual and argumentative statement support- 
ing the proposal. We intend to consult 
Dr. Putnam, Dr. Meyer, Dr. Bowerman, 
Dr. Studebaker and Mr. Chapman before 
taking the next steps. If it is decided to 
seek to have a bill introduced at this ses- 
sion, advice will be sought from others who 
are in closer touch than we are with the 
members of Congress. 


FEDERAL AID 


The group which met March 2 decided 
to postpone preparation of a brief on this 
subject in order to concentrate on the fed- 
eral agency and the emergency project. At 
the Atlantic City meeting in March, Clar- 
ence B. Lester spoke for federal aid and 
C. Seymour Thompson spoke against it. 


FEDERAL EMERGENCY LIBRARY PROJECT 


A proposal to seek public works or re- 
lief funds for the purchase of books for 
libraries was before the Federal Relations 
Committee at its meeting last November. 
Correspondence and conversations with 
many librarians since then have revealed 
the difficulties which librarians face in try- 
ing to use relief workers, especially with- 
out money for book purchase. Reports of 
the large proportion of certain public 
works and relief grants used for the pur- 
chase of real estate (presumably produc- 
ing few man hours of work) indicated that 
the purchase of things and the rendering 
of service might produce as much work as 
the construction of things. We were, 
therefore, encouraged to continue consid- 
eration of a library project involving the 
purchase of books. Estimates of the 
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amount of work which would be produced 
by library book purchase were received 
from many sources. Some, in fact, had 
been received last autumn. 

A project was put in tentative shape and 
discussed at a meeting of librarians of this 
vicinity held a month or so ago. Many 
revisions were made. Following an inti- 
mation from a semi-official source that 
such a project might be welcome, an- 
other meeting was held in my office on 
Sunday, February 17. It was ateended by 
Mr. Compton, Mr. Joeckel, Mr. Lester, 
Mr. Bailey, Dr. Wilson, Miss Merrill, 
Mr. Dooley and myself. The same group, 
lacking Dr. Wilson, gave some considera- 
tion to it March 2. In a form which has 
the approval of these persons it has been 
sent this week to Secretary Ickes and Com- 
missioner Studebaker ; to Mr. Hopkins and 
others of the FERA; and to Dr. Zook of 
the American Council on Education. 

The project in brief is to allocate 
$60,000,000 to the United States Office of 
Education for allotment to the states, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, territories and _posses- 
sions before July 1, 1936, on a per capita 
basis, for state, regional, county and local 
public libraries (existing and to be estab- 
lished) and for libraries of state-supported 
institutions of higher education and other 
state institutions, on such terms as will 
produce a maximum of useful work and 
needed services. 

Among objectives outlined in the plan 
were: 


To enable libraries and state library 
agencies to participate helpfully in federal 
programs of emergency education, youth ac 
tivities, student aid, rural rehabilitation, 


subsistence homesteads, CCC camps, traf- 
sient centers, et cetera. 

To expand and improve existing library 
services, and to establish library service for 
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the 40,000,000 people now without it, and 
thus perhaps to create new permanent po- 
sitions in which some of our most intelligent 
and competent citizens may render an essen- 
tial service to society. 


Use of funds was proposed as follows: 


For the direct employment of persons to 
render library service; for the purchase of 
books and other printed materials, and neces- 
sary supplies and equipment; for binding, 
repair and preservation of books and other 
library materials; and for other materials 
and activities necessary to the conduct of the 
proposed services—under such regulations as 
will best carry out the letter and spirit of 
the emergency relief appropriation act of 
1935. Not more than 2 per cent to be used 
for national and state administration, in- 
cluding investigations and reports. An 
amount not to exceed 15 per cent of the al- 
lotment to libraries or other institutions to 
be used for the employment of qualified 
professional persons, chosen without restric- 
tion as to relief status or residence. 


Pusiic Works 


We have telegraphed Public Works Ad- 
ministrator Ickes our estimate that the li- 
braries of the United States need approxi- 
mately $100,000,000 for library buildings 
and building extensions. ‘This estimate 
was based on reports r°-c ved in response 
to our request. See thc | ebruary Bulle- 
tin, page 66. 


EMERGENCY GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES 


Some of the younger members of the 
staff have recently prepared office memo- 
tandums on the CCC, transient centers and 
camps, emergency education programs, 
construction projects (dams, for example), 
TVA, rural rehabilitation centers, et 
cetera, with special reference to library 
service and library needs. These have been 
and will be useful in our talks with govern- 
ment officials. 
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Economic Security Act 


President Marvin of George Washing- 
ton University, chairman of a committee 
of the American Council on Education, 
has made a protest against the taxation or 
assessment of salaries paid by non-profit, 
privately supported, educational and char- 
itable institutions including libraries. We 
notified a large number of such iibraries 
of this fact and have sent to them copies of 
President Marvin’s brief. The matter has 
also been brought to the attention of the 
Committee on Federal Relations and the 
Committee on Annuities. 


D. C. Liprary SURVEY 


Under a grant from the Carnegie Cor- 
poration, the American Council on Educa- 
tion is making a survey of the materials 
for research and advanced study in the 
many libraries in the district. 

All of the above news relates to the 
A. L. A.’s recent relations with the federal 


government. Brief news of other Associa- 
tion activities will be given in the May 
Bulletin. C. H. M. 


Executive Board Action 


Tue following discussion and action 
took place at a meeting of the Executive 
Board in Chicago, December 27. 


Group Discussions PROPOSED 


The recommendation of the Activities 
Committee, “That the Executive Board 
as need arises select subjects for group dis- 
cussion and appoint small committees to 
arrange for symposiums,” was brought up 
and the following subjects for symposiums 
were suggested: “The codrdination of li- 
braries in a community or region;” “The 
ten-year program ends this year—what 
now ?” and “Education for librarianship.” 
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After further discussion it was voted that 
the recommendation of the Activities Com- 
mittee be referred to the Program Com- 
mittee with power. One such discussion 
group will probably be held in connection 
with the Denver meeting. 


LisprArRy RESEARCH COUNCIL 


A proposal for a Library Research 
Council, made by the Advisory Board on 
Special Projects, was approved in general. 
As described to the Executive Board, the 
purpose of the research council would be 
to aid in the codrdination and integration 
of library research and to foster and 
encourage research. Personnel of the 
council, according to the proposal, would 
consist of: (1) the director (or someone 
designated by him) of such library schools 
as offer an accredited curriculum leading to 
the Master’s or Doctor’s degree; (2) an 
equal number selected to represent the ma- 
jor groups in the library profession in- 
terested in research. Financing of the 
council if and when it can be managed 
would cover a fixed and regular sum for 
administration and a sum for allocation by 
the council for special studies, according to 
the advisory board’s recommendation. 


Sum GIVEN FOR PERIODICALS WorK 


An appropriation of $55 was made to 
the Joint Committee on Proposed Ameri- 
can Practices for Reference Data for Pe- 
riodicals as the A. L. A.’s share toward 
financing the work of the committee. As 
reported at the Montreal meeting, the 
American Library Association and Special 
Libraries Association have been working 
with the American Standards Association 
to standardize reference data for periodi- 
cals. One feature of the joint committee’s 
work is mailing to approximately 2,000 
publishers for written acceptance recom- 


mendations on reference data which the 
committee considers periodicals should 
treat with uniformity. 


Mepicat Lists ror LAYMEN 


A proposal made by Amy Winslow, 
chairman of the Editorial Committee, that 
the A. L. A. and American Medical As- 
sociation codéperate in the publication and 
distribution of short reading lists for lay- 
men on such subjects as hygiene, physiol- 
ogy, dietetics, disease, therapeutics, and 
care of the sick was approved, with the 
understanding that the Editorial Commit- 
tee itself approve the proposal and with 
the understanding that the Editorial Com- 
mittee is authorized and instructed to pre- 
pare a plan which will protect the inter- 
ests of libraries and of the A. L. A. Ac- 
cording to Miss Winslow’s proposal, a 
joint committee of the two associations 
would select the books, be responsible for 
seeing that the lists are brought up to date 
regularly, and give advice as to what books 
should be discarded. 


PARTIAL SALARY CuT RESTORED 


Four per cent of the basic salaries of 
members of the headquarters staff whose 
salaries are more than $1,800 a year was 
restored, beginning January 1, 1935, leav- 
ing a IO per cent cut in effect. 


Mr. BisHop REAPPOINTED 


William Warner Bishop was reap- 
pointed official representative of the Ameri- 
can Library Association on the Interna- 
tional Library Committee for a term of 
five years from January I, 1935. 


To Stupy CONFERENCES 


Following a discussion of A. L. A. con- 
ferences at a meeting of the Program Com- 
mittee and the Executive Board with rep- 
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resentatives of groups holding meetings at 
Denver, the board voted that a committee 
be appointed by the Executive Board to 
study the A. L. A. conferences over a 
period of three years, reporting to the 
board from time to time and that it give 
intensive concern to the question of im- 
proving the conferences. 


A. L. A. STaTistTicAL WorK 


The board was reminded that the recent 
Committee on Activities especially recom- 
mended the encouragement of statistical 
service, and was informed of the lack of 
adequate clerical and stenographic help in 
the statistical work which William H. 
Clift is doing. After a brief discussion of 
the value of this work, it was voted that 
the secretary and President be authorized 
to make such expenditure from the con- 
tingent fund as may be necessary for steno- 
graphic and clerical service in connection 
with the statistical work. 


EDUCATION MEETING AT OxFoRD 


It was agreed that A. L. A. delegate or 
delegates to the World Federation of Edu- 
cation Associations Biennial Meeting at 
Oxford, England, August 10 to 17, should 
be appointed if members could be found 
who are planning to be in or near Oxford 
at the time of the meeting. 


What the Well Dressed Librarian 
Will Wear at Denver 


E. Louisa Warp, chairman of the 
Denver Subcommittee on Local Informa- 
tion offers the following sartorial sugges- 
tions for those attending the forthcoming 
A. L. A. conference: 

“Weather is always unusual, but libra- 
tians who are coming to Denver this June 
will probably not go wrong in their ward- 
tobe if they remember that in Colorado 
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‘The sun is hot, the air is cool.’ In the 
day it will be as hot as hot, cotton sport 
clothes or summer silks will be in order, 
and at night you will usually need a wrap. 
Men will find topcoats welcome, even 
over light woolen suits which are usually 
worn here in the summer instead of linen 
or seersucker. 

“If you take a drive in the hills—which 
of course you must—you will need a heavy 
coat. There are always places you want 
to see ‘on foot’ on any drive in the hills, 
so be sure to wear low heeled shoes. For 
the sake of the reputation of the A. L. A., 
don’t be a high-heeled tourist stumbling 
over rocks. 

“For your stay in a mountain resort—if 
you are that lucky—you will find sport 
dresses, oxfords, and a warm coat will fit 
your needs. For horseback riding, climb- 
ing, fishing, or any other kind of ‘roughing 
it,’ bring shoes that support your ankles 
(official Boy Scout shoes do nicely). Your 
costume may be anything from a riding 
habit to a checked shirt and ‘blue jeans.’ 
But again—‘The sun is hot, the air is 
cool;’ plan so you can add or subtract 
according to the temperature. Slickers are 
useful in the mountains. In Denver it 
will not rain! ‘This statement is made 
so emphatic in the hope that the rain gods 
will resent it and help out the farmers. 
Even if they do, you may leave your um- 
brellas at home. We don’t boast of ‘liquid 
sunshine’ that rains but does not wet, but 
we do claim fast powers of drying out.” 


Hotels at Denver 


Heapovarters for the A. L. A. 
Conference to be held June 24 to 29 will 
be the Cosmopolitan Hotel, Broadway at 
Eighteenth. Rooms are available there at 
the following rates: single rooms with 
bath, $3, $3.50, $4, and $5; double rooms 
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with bath, $2.50, $3, $3.50, and $4 per 
person. Rooms with bath accommodating 
three, four, or five persons: for three in a 
room, $2.50 per person ; for four in a room, 
$2 per person. Rates for rooms without 
bath, but with hot and cold running water 
are: single, $2 and $2.50; double, $1.50 
and $1.75 per person. 

The Brown Palace Hotel, Broadway 
and Eighteenth (directly across from the 
Cosmopolitan) offers: single room with 
bath, $3.50, $4, and $5; double room with 
bath, $6, $7, and $8. 

The Shirley-Savoy Hotel, Broadway and 
Seventeenth (1 block from the Cosmopoli- 
tan) offers: single room with bath, $2.50 
to $3.50; double room with bath, $4, $5, 
$6, $7; large room for three or more, $2 
per additional person ; single room without 
bath, $2 to $3; double room without bath, 
$6, $7, and $8. 

The above rates apply when reservations 
are made two or more weeks in advance. 
Delegates may continue to occupy rooms 
through Saturday night when so agreed 
upon with the hotel at time of making 
reservation. 


Other Denver hotels are: 


Albany Hotel, Seventeenth and Stout 
Streets (5 blocks from the Cosmopolitan) : 
single room with bath, $3 to $5; double 
room with bath, $4 to $7; single room with- 
out bath, $2 and $2.50; double room without 
bath, $3 to $4. The majority of rooms at 
$6 and $7 have twin beds. 

Argonaut Hotel, Colfax Avenue and 
Grant Street (6 blocks from the Cosmo- 
politan) : single room with bath, $2.50 to $5; 
double room with bath, $3.50 to $6 (double 
bed), or $4 to $7 (twin beds) ; suites of liv- 
ing room, bedroom, and bath, accommodating 
three to five persons, $5 to $9; single room 
with toilet and lavatory, $2 to $2.50; double 
room with toilet and lavatory, $3 to $3.50 
(double bed), or $4 (twin beds) ; single room 
with lavatory only, $1.50 to $2; double room 


with lavatory only, $2 to $3 (double bed), 

Colburn Hotel, 980 Grant Street (11 
blocks from the Cosmopolitan) : single room 
with bath, $2.50 to $4.50; double room with 
bath, $3 to $5; single suite, $5; double 
suite, $6. 

Colorado Hotel, Seventeenth Street be- 
tween Glenarm and Tremont Streets (14 
blocks from the Cosmopolitan) : single room 
with bath, $1.50 and $2; double room with 
bath, $2.50 and $3 ; single room without bath, 
$1 and $1.25; double room without bath, 
$1.50 and $2. 

Crest Hotel, 1924 Welton Street (2 blocks 
from the Cosmopolitan): single room with 
bath, $2 up; double room with bath, $2.50 
up; single room without bath, $1 up; double 
room without bath, $1.50 up. 

Olin Hotel, 1420 Logan Street (74 blocks 
from the Cosmopolitan): single room with 
bath, $2.50 to $4; double room with bath, $3 
to $4 (double bed), or $5 to $7 (twin beds), 

Park Lane Hotel, 450 South Marion 
Boulevard (2 miles from the Cosmopolitan) : 
single room with bath, $3 to $5; double room 
with bath, $5 and $6 (double bed), or $6 
(twin beds) ; suite with bath connecting, $8 
for three persons, or $9 for four persons 
(double beds). 

Wellington Hotel, 1450 Grant Street (6 
blocks from the Cosmopolitan) : single room 
with bath, $2.50; double room with bath, 
$3.50; single room without bath, $1.50; 
double room without bath, $2.50. 


Newspaper List in Progress 


Some states have already completed their 
census of newspaper holdings, according to 
Winifred Gregory, editor of the Union List 
of Newspapers now in the process of compila- 
tion. She also announces the appointment of 
four new state chairmen of this work, as fol- 
lows: Miss Jim P. Matthews, University of 
Arkansas, for that state; Fremont Rider, of 
Wesleyan University Library, for Connecti- 
cut; Grace van Wormer, University of Iowa 
Library, for Iowa, and F. K. W. Drury of the 
Carnegie Library, Nashville, for Tennessee. 
All librarians who have not done so already 
are urged to list their newspaper holdings 
with their state chairmen soon, so that the 
forthcoming union list may be complete. 
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THE POST 


Communications to or from A, L.A. Members 


» 


An Invitation 


To A. L. A. Members: 


We have read with considerable interest 
the letters which have appeared in the library 
press in regard to the federal aid policy of 
the American Library Association. The pur- 
pose of this note is to extend a cordial invita- 
tion to A. L. A. members to express their 
views, with equal frankness, for publication 
in the A. L. A. Bulletin. 

The position which the Association has 
taken on the question of federal aid has been 
arrived at through open and unrestrained dis- 
cussion at meetings of the Council. At New 
Haven in 1931 the Council passed a resolution 
advocating a federal appropriation to develop 
rural library service. At the Montreal con- 
ference in 1934 federal aid was considered as 
a feature of national planning. On recom- 
mendation of the Federal Relations Commit- 
tee, the policy was advanced at the midwinter 
meeting in December, 1934 to the stage where 
the officers of the Association were author- 
ized by the Council to seek federal aid and 
tonegotiate with the government for a federal 
library agency. The Council in open meeting 
reaffirmed a policy which had already been 
adopted. Differences of opinion exist even 
among Council members. Unanimity of 
opinion on such an important question is less 
to be expected in the entire membership. The 
decision has come from the duly constituted 
authority of the Association, the Council, rep- 
resenting as it does the Executive Board, the 
ex-presidents, the sections, the standing com- 
mittees, the state chapters, the affiliated na- 
tional organizations, and the twenty-five 
members elected by the Association. 

The officers of the Association always wel- 
come the comments of members. A section 
of the Bulletin designated “The Post” has 
been instituted for this purpose. Members 
are invited to make use of it. It is hoped that 
they will feel that their thoughtful expres- 
sions of opinion will receive equally thought- 
ful consideration. C. H. M. 
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Have You Group Hospital 
Insurance? 


A request has come to A. L. A. Headquar- 
ters for information on group hospital in- 
surance plans which individual libraries or 
staff associations have adopted. If your li- 
brary has such a plan, some description of 
its general specifications, the number of 
members enrolled, the range of fees or dues 
paid, and other information will be appre- 
ciated. Address Helen L. Purdum, refer- 
ence librarian, Public Library, Akron, 
Ohio. 


Youth Week 


This year’s Advance Herald, published by 
the National Youth Week Committee, an- 
nounces April 27 to May 4 as the dates of 
the 1935 celebration of Youth Week. Copies 
of this publication, suitable for bulletin board 
or display purposes, and a 24-page Manual of 
suggestions for Youth Week programs, exhi- 
bitions, and publicity may be obtained free 
of charge by addressing S$. Kendrick Guern- 
sey, secretary, National Youth Week Com- 
mittee, Room 950, 35 E. Wacker Drive, 
Chicago. 


Special Librarians Meeting 
Announced 


Special librarians will gather in the 
east this year shortly before the library 
profession at large turns its attention to Den- 
ver, for the Special Libraries Association 
will hold its twenty-seventh annual confer- 
ence June 11 to 14 in Boston, Massachusetts. 
A visit to the Wayside Inn at South Sudbury, 
a tea at the new home of the Christian Sci- 
ence Publishing Society, and a day at Har- 
vard University are among events being 
planned for those attending the conference. 
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JoHN Boynton Kaiser, with an educa- 
tional background in law and political sci- 
ence as well as in librarianship, has devoted 
much time not only to his profession but also 
to a study of public administration. Inter- 
‘ested for years in problems of library per- 
sonnel, Mr. Kaiser was one of the first to 
experiment with efficiency rating studies of 
library employees. A past chairman of the 
salaries committee of the California Library 
Association, he has been chairman of the 
A. L. A. Committee on Salaries and Employ- 
ment since 1933. His most recent contribu- 
tion to the literature of public personnel is his 
memorandum, “Government Service . . . Sug- 
gestions for Improving and Maintaining 
Standards . . .” which appeared in the Janu- 
ary 1, 1935, Library Journal. 


BEHIND THE BY-LINES 
Who's Who for Junior Members 


Lots F. SHortsss, who writes in this issue 
on the equivalents of school library service 
recently adopted by the Southeastern and 
Southwestern library associations, has been 
a valuable member of the committee formu- 
lating these acceptable standards. In addi- 
tion to being state school library supervisor 
in Louisiana, Miss Shortess is active nation- 
ally as chairman of the A. L. A. Board on 
Library Service to Children and Young 
People in Public Libraries and Schools. 


KaTHERINE G. SmitH (Mrs. J. Wells 
Smith) who presents “A Trustee’s Point of 
View,” has for fifteen years been an inter- 
ested student of library problems as a mem- 


ber of the board of library commissioners of 
the Los Angeles Public Library. 


Henry M. Wriston, whose “College 
Librarian and the Teaching Staff” in this 
issue is the fourth of a series of articles on 
“The Library and the College Community” 
being sponsored by the A. L. A. College 
Library Advisory Board, has the reputation 
of being always ready to see the library’s 
point of view. From a successful start as 
teacher and scholar (having held at the age 
of thirty the chair of history at Wesleyan Uni- 
versity formerly held by Woodrow Wilson) 
Dr. Wriston turned to college administra- 
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tion in 1925, when he accepted the presidency 


of Lawrence College, Appleton, Wisconsin, 
Since he has been at Lawrence he has in 
augurated a unique program of student | 
guidance, as well as several experiments 
adult education and art appreciation, 
extensive testing programs. 


Matcotm G. WyeEr, upon assuming the 
direction of the Denver Public Library ig” 
1924 saw at once the regional responsibilities - 


of his position, and, both in his capacity as ¥ 


librarian and as a civic-minded citizen hag” 
played an active rdle in making the library 


an educational and cultural center, not only 
for the local community but also for the ¥ 


wide region which looks to Denver as its. 
metropolis. Further development of the 
point of view responsible for the adult ed 


Es, 


cation activities which Mr. Wyer describes” 


in this issue may be found in his article * 
Greatest Codperator” 
Journal of Adult Education. 


ec 


FP 


Madrid Congress 


in the January, 1935 


Detailed information about the Second In- 
ternational Congress of Libraries and Bik” 


liography to be held in Madrid, Spain, May” 


20 to 29, may be obtained from A. L. 
Headquarters on request. 


Concerning Ontario Catalogers ~ 


The following are the 1934-35 officers of © 
the Ontario Regional Group of Catalogers, @ 
division of the A. L. A. Catalog Section: Dis” 


trict chairman, Bertha Lib 


Bassam, 


School, University of Toronto; vice-chair 


man, Freda Waldon, Hamilton Public 


brary; secretary-treasurer, Ruth McKenzie 4 
Reference Division, Toronto Public Library 


Correction 


Public documents, 1934, p. 186. The first 


three lines, “University of Illinois Summef 
Session, 1934. U. S. Government Publications 
—A. M. Boyd, Instructor. Schedule,” should 
appear on page 185, immediately follov 
the May 18 entry. 
































Wants and Offers 


| ' A.L.A. Headquarters Library, Esther H. 
| ‘Wendell, librarian, wants Library work with 
Hi , sildren, by Alice J. Hazeltine (Classics of 
| Samesican Librarianship series). H. W. Wil- 
ie son, 1916. 
i The Cossitt Library, Memphis, Tenn., 
Jesse Cunningham, librarian, offers, for cost 
| of transportation: New York State Depart- 
} ment of Education, Annual Reports 1905-17 
i inclusive, and the Brooklyn Institute of Arts 
and Sciences year book no. 14 (1901-02) and 
7 mo. 25 (1912-13). 
University of Mississippi Library, Univer- 
i sity, Whitman Davis, librarian, wishes to sell 
| the following unbound periodicals: 4 merican 
Journal of Philology, v. 22-40; Classical 
Journal, v. 4-7, 8-10, 11-16; Classical Phil- 
ology, v. 5, 6, 8; Classical Review, ¥. 39, 41; 
i) Foreign Affairs, v. 3-6; Journal of the 
i} American Chemical Society, v. 45, 46; Jour- 
nal of the Chemical Society (London), 1926; 
i) Quarterly Journal of Economics, v. 30. 
1 New York Public Library offers copies of 
the following publications for transportation 
} charges: Coolidge, Calvin, Have faith in 
achusetts, 1919; Crowther, Samuel, 
America self-contained, 1933; Farrell, 
Hugh, What price progress? 1926; The fu- 
ture independence and progress of American 
medicine in the age of chemistry, 1921 ; Gat- 
rett, Garet, 4 bubble that broke the world, 
1932; Gregory, S. R., Discovery, or the 
spirit and service of science, 1929; Letebure, 
Victor, The riddle of the Rhine, 1923; Pow- 
ell, Henry M., Reducing realty taxes, 1928; 
} Shoemaker, M. M., The heart of the Orient, 
#} 1906, Indian pages ‘and pictures, 1912, Islam 
ands, 1910; Zanetti, J. E., The significance 
| of nitrogen, 1932. All requests should be 
| addressed to Robert Lingel, chief of the 
| Acquisition Division. 
| Saint Louis University Library, Henry H. 
Regnet, librarian, wants, through purchase 
i or exchange, the National Geographic 
Magazine, v. 16, nos. 1-3 (Jan-Mar. 
Hy 1905); the Shakespeare Ass Bulle- 
Tj fin, v. 1, no. 3, 2nd v, 2, no. 3; Studies iz 
I ema ( University of Nem Carolina) v. 


2, 3, 8, 12, nos. 1-2, Vv. 13, nO, 3, ¥. 25, No. 1, 
v. 16, ne. 1. 

Be ee Libraries Association, Duplicate 

Exchange Committee, offers the following 
publications for cost of transportation (ad- 
dress Mrs. Mildred C. Chamberlin, Busi- 
ness Branch of the Library, 34 Commerce 
Street, Newark, N.J.): American Academy 
of Political and Social Science, Annals, vols. 
66, 105; American Bar Association reports, 
vols. 41, 47, 50, §3-55; American druggist 
price book, 5th ed.; American Institute of 
Mining Engineers, Transactions, v. 43; 
American Social Science Journal, no. 38; 
American Sociological Society Publications, 
vols, 11, 12; American yearbook, 1914, 1916; 
Chartered Institute of Secretaries, By-laws, 
Membership list, 1932-33; Chicago News- 
papers: Austinite, Jan. 1932-Jan. 1, 1935; 
Daily Calumet, 1928-Jan. 24, 1934; Garfield- 
ian, Apr. 19, 1934-Jan. 1, 1935; Southtown 
Economist, June 1930-Jan. 1, 1935; Con- 
gressional directory, June 1933; Country 
newspaper rate directory, 1929, 1932; 
Cumulative book index, Apr., June 1934; 
Dau New York blue book, 1925; Davison’s 
textile blue book, July, 1929; Davison’s tex- 
tile directory for salesmen, 1931; Interna- 
tional bank lawyers, 1932; Japan yearbook, 
1929, 1931; Johnson’s steam vessels, 193%; 
Kimbers’ record of government debts, 1929; 
Krak’s export directory of Denmark, 1933, 
1935; Laws statistical table, 1933; New 
York Society of Architects yearbook, 1933; 
New York Stock exchange year book, 1931- 
32; Nickel alloy steel products buyers guide, 
1932; Power's catalogue, 1931; | 
Register of Department of State, 1933; Sa- 
wards annual, 1931; N. U. Catalog of 
weekly newspapers, 1932; Walden’s A BC 
— 1932; Williams’ Purchase of medical 


wTeachers College Library, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York, Eleanor M. Witmer, li- 


brarian, wishes to complete its files of state |] 


educational reports. It will forward a want 
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‘. Buying List of Books 
|. for Small Libraries 
‘ Ready Soon 


: BASIC LIST of 1750 books, more than 
50% of which have been published 
since 1930. Compiled by Marion Horton with 
the assistance of scores of librarians of small 
and medium sized libraries, of library exten- 
sion workers, and of specialists in many fields. 
Contains reference and class books, fiction, 
children’s books, sources of pamphlet mate- 
and prices and L.C. card numbers given. Al- 
ternate or related books often mentioned in 
the notes. 


Price, about $2.00 
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